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ARTICLES 


'78th - Anniversary of the Agrarian Reform in People’s Korea' 


On the Sth of March 78 years ago, the Provisional People's Committee of North 
Korea proclaimed the law of Agrarian Reform. The law confiscated without 
compensation the land of landlords with more than 5 hectares of land and 
distributed it free of charge to landless and land - short farmers. It was probably 
one of the most radical, revolutionary and thoroughgoing land reform ever carried 
out in history. It was radically different to land reforms carried out in other 
countries. 


The Agrarian Reform Law smashed the chains of ossified feudalism which had 
existed for centuries. It freed the farmers from the exploitation and oppression of 
cruel landlords and made them masters of the land. Indeed, more than mere 
masters of the land, it made them masters of their own fate and masters of the 
country. 


The Agrarian Reform Law broke the fetters on the rural productive forces and led 
to a big upsurge in agricultural production. It marked a fundamental and 
irreversible redistribution of wealth and power in the northern part of Korea. 
Thanks to the Agrarian Reform Law and later measures People's Korea is one of the 
most egalitarian societies in the world. 


Since the enactment of the Agrarian Reform Law the socialist agricultural working 
people have triumphantly marched along the road of Juche - oriented agricultural 
development. 


We are sure that greater successes will be made in the future. We applaud the 


78th anniversary of the Agrarian Reform Law. 
( Korean Friendship Association UK ) 


Morally superior Korean style socialism, 
liberates women !'' 


The 8th of March is International Women’s Day which in People’s Korea is a public 
holiday which women celebrate. In People’s Korea there are International Women’s 
Day cards and on March the 8th women are presented with flowers. This is because 
in People’s Korea women are respected as well as having legal gender equality. 
Women's equality is real and not just talk in the DPRK. In People’s Korea, some 
institutions and enterprises such as the March 8th Hotel in Sariwon bear the name 
March 8th. 


People’s Korea right from Day One set about liberating women from feudalistic 
oppression. On the 30th of July 1946 the Provisional People’s Committee of North 
Korea passed the Law on Sexual Equality which for the first time in history gave 
women equal rights with men. Later gender equality was enshrined in the Socialist 
Constitution of the DPRK and other legislation protecting the rights of women was 
passed. Measures have been taken to realise women’s equality in practice such as 
the provision of free childcare including 24 / 7 nurseries.In People's Korea the 
amount of maternity leave increased from 77 days in the 1970s to 150 days in the 
1980s and a few years ago was increased to over 200 days which can be 
supplemented by regular and additional holidays. Women who have more than 3 
children can work for 6 hours but get paid for an 8 - hour day, something that is 
totally unheard of in a capitalist society. 


As President KIM IL SUNG explained: 


Tf a society ts to run normally women, 
who account one half of the population, 
must play their role satisfactorily, 
if we are to revolutionize and working classize the whole of society, 
we must also revolutionize and working classize women. 


Just as a wagon cannot run smoothly if only one of its wheels functions, 
so a society cannot develop on a sound basis when only men fulfill their duties. 


Only when women are revolutionizedm, 
and actively participate in the revolution and construction, 
can the whole of society be revolutionised and working classized' 


Some may argue that some of the capitalist countries also have legalisation 
guaranteeing women’s rights and sexual equality. However, there is one massive 
difference between People’s Korea and capitalist countries, that makes life for 
women qualitatively better: the absence of the ‘sex industry, pornography, 
prostitution and degeneracy, that not only exist in Western countries but have 
become all pervasive over the past 50 years. In People’s Korea there is no ‘page 3 of 
TheSun' and you cannot buy pornography in the shops. There is no prostitution in 
the DPRK. The 1946 law on Sexual equality abolished prostitution. Article 249 of 
the DPRK criminal code makes prostitution an offence. 


In the West women are not equal with men but are sex objects. The prevalence of 
pornography in capitalist countries create an environment in which, there is a great 
deal of sexual violence against women. People’s Korea women are truly liberated 
because of the morally wholesome environment that people - centred socialism has 
created. 


Long live March 8th International Women’s Day ! 
Long Live People’s Korea, land of true women’s equality !! 


( Dr Dermot Hudson, Deputy Editor / Reviewer 'PKT', 
General Chairman KFA UK ) 


"The people's character of the Korean army' 
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The Korean Army of soldiers, the Korean People's Army, which is the defense 
force of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, is the people's army. What does 
this term ‘people's’ mean? 


Analyzing the relationship between the army and society as an area, to check - to 
what extent - can we talk about the 'people’s character’ of the Korean army? 


The ‘people character’ of the Korean People's Army is expressed in the close and 
cordial ties that connect the army with the nation, in the glorious partisan 
traditions to which it refers and on the basis of which it educates its soldiers, in the 
tasks it has to fulfill and in the principles on which relations are based in KPA. 


The traditions of partisan fighting are deeply rooted in the tradition of the KPA and 
constitute a glorious heritage that is now continued in its heroism and heroism. 
Just as the first guerrillas of the anti - Japanese resistance movement, the first 
heroes of the struggles that formed the predecessor of the KPA, the Korean People's 
Revolutionary Army, became famous for their bravery - so now the current KPA is a 
reflection of these liberation struggles of the anti - Japanese resistance movement, 
rich in their history and proud tradition. 


The people character’ of the Korean People's Army is evidenced primarily by the 


socialist character of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea state, its socialist 
socio - economic system, the ‘armed wing' of which is the army. The class character 
of the armed forces depends on the class character of the state, on whose hands 
state power is in the hands of working people or the bourgeoisie. 


In countries where power is held by the exploiting classes, i.e. the bourgeoisie and 
the landlords, the army defends the interests of these classes and has a landlord, 
bourgeois character. Both ancient and recent history abounds in a sufficient 
number of examples of representing the interests of large capitalists and colonizers 
by the armies of capitalist, imperialist countries. The troops of Imperial Germany 
and then the Nazi Reich attacked neighboring countries, occupied them, murdered 
the population, and plundered the economies of these countries. Terrible crimes, on 
an unprecedented scale, were committed by the Nazi invaders and occupiers. The 
Nazi army of genocidal and plunderers committed these crimes not in the interests 
of the German nation, but of the big capitalists and Prussian Junkers. The 
American and English armies have repeatedly been stained with the blood of the 
peoples of colonial countries fighting for their freedom. The U.S. military interfered 
with popular uprisings in South Vietnam and, more recently, invaded the 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam and the young and newly established Democratic 
People's Republic of Korea in 1950. 


In the past, American troops, in the interests of big capitalists and bankers, have 
repeatedly suppressed the revolutionary and insurrectionary activities of the 
peoples of Latin American countries and are currently doing so by supporting the 
regimes both in Ukraine and Zionist Israel. 


Predatory wars and suppression of the national liberation struggle of colonial and 
dependent peoples are only one of the functions of bourgeois armies - an external 
function. Bourgeois armies also perform other functions in the interests of their 
principals - internal functions. They actively fight against the working masses of 
their own countries when the forces of the police and gendarmerie are insufficient to 
maintain their obedience. 


The army of the Japanese occupiers in Korea in the years 1910 - 1945 was also a 
tool of the bourgeois classes. It often took an active part in the bloody crackdown on 
striking workers and poor peasants who rebelled against terrible oppression and 
exploitation. 


Thus, in bourgeois armies, soldiers, even if they come from social classes that 
favor their emancipation, workers and peasants in soldier's uniforms, do not serve 
the interests of their social class and the real interests of the nation, but represent 
the interests of their class enemies. Of course, this fact cannot but affect the 
soldiers' consciousness and their attitude towards military service and the tasks 
they perform. The bourgeoisie of imperialism is aware of this fact, it knows that a 
conscious, politically oriented soldier will not faithfully pursue the interests of his 
principals. 
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That is why, in bourgeois armies, the thesis is being pushed about the alleged 
apolitical character of the army, its supra - class and national character. The aim of 
the military command originating from the propertied classes is to prevent soldiers 
from becoming aware and to keep them as far away from politics, social and 
workers' organizations as possible. These measures are complemented by the 
deliberate psychological deception of soldiers through widely used political 
disinformation and scaring them with the spectre of communism, which is 
presented in a false light. 


The ideological consciousness of soldier is a natural factor motivating him to 
faithfully perform military service, in the armies of imperialist countries, this 
ideological consciousness is replaced by formal military discipline, which involves 
blind, absolute obedience to superiors and other non - ideological incentives. It is 
often a high financial salary, presenting military service as a great adventure or an 
opportunity to see the world. On television and in the press, using psycho technical 
tricks skillfully embellished with graphics of happy and smiled young people in 
soldier's uniform, an army of soldiers is presented as a wonderful place for 
achieving life goals and realizing dreams of a rich and prosperous life, which in fact 
has nothing to do with the reality of military barracks and the moral decay 
prevailing there and the lack of other than material incentives to serve. 


It is therefore not surprising that the morale of imperialist armies, built on such 
premises, shows some durability only in cases of success and easy victories over a 
weaker enemy. They break down exceptionally quickly when faced with a strong 
opponent who puts up stiff resistance and inflicts severe defeats and in the case of 
long protracted struggle. 


For example, this was the case with the Nazi army in World War II, and it was also 
the case with the US army in Vietnam and Korea. 


The army of a socialist state such as the Democratic People's Republic of Korea 
has a completely different character. The Korean People's Army is a socialist army 
and is also a government body. Since DPRK is a state without exploiters and 
exploitation, a state in which power belongs to the working people, the army is the 
guardian of the interests of the same social classes that make up the army itself, 
i.e. the working class, peasantry and progressive intelligentsia. 


In a socialist country like DPRK, there is full harmony between the interests of the 
army and the nation. In its broadest sense. There are no exploiting classes, they 
were liquidated as a class as a result of the land reform and the nationalization of 
industry and trade. Power is exercised by the popular masses through elected 
representatives drawn from the people and representing their most vital interests. 
The army, as the armed arm of working people, guards the gains and achievements 
of working people, defends their peaceful efforts, the progressive social system of 
socialism, and guards the borders against the attempts of imperialist countries. The 
Korean People's Army directly serves the entire nation, not just a few landowners 
and capitalists. The Korean People's Army has the character of a national and 
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people's army at the same time, it is the armed wing of the working people's state, 
the socialist state of Korea of Juche. Unlike the imperialist armies, in the KPA there 
is no conflict of interests between the mass of soldiers, because the KPA soldiers 
themselves are the workers, peasants and intelligentsia. 


The authority of the government in the DPRK is the people's authority, it is the 
workers' and peasants' authority. It is the greatest achievement of the working 
people, the culmination of their long struggle against exploitation during the 
Japanese occupation and the subsequent aggression of the American imperialists in 
the years 1950 - 1953. The goals of the people's state coincide with the goals and 
aspirations of the working people. The people's army as the KPA is, does not have 
separate interests, it serves the people's state, which expresses and implements the 
interests of the nation, so in the soldier's uniform of a KPA soldier, the interests of 
the worker and peasant are united in the interest of the soldier as the defender of 
the interests of the entire nation consisting of these classes. 


The greatest value for every nation is national sovereignty and independence. This 
sovereignty and independence must be constantly defended and guarded. Only in 
the conditions of an independent and sovereign state can the nation, its broad 
masses, develop its economy, raise the standard of its material and spiritual life, 
develop science and culture. The Democratic People's Republic of Korea regained its 
independence seventy - nine years ago and paid an extremely high price for it. 
Millions of DPRK citizens in the first partisan units of the KPRA and then in the 
regular army of the KPA gave their lives for the DPRK to be an independent country. 
Therefore, like no other nation, the Korean people uniquely appreciate the value of 
having their own state, their own free homeland, and its defense is considered the 
most important task. This aspect found expression in the Songun politics which 
has an extremely defensive character. 


Therefore, the basic task of the Korean People's Army is to defend independence, 
peaceful socialist construction and the inviolability of borders, especially the 
southern border with the aggressor and adventurist state under the occupation of 
American military bases. This semi - state artificially created on the stolen Korean 
soil under the rule of the fascist servant and puppet of the imperialist as Yoon is, 
constantly creates new provocations, tensions and tries of war attacks. Also on the 
sea border, the KPA naval forces have difficult tasks to perform, where the situation 
is also unsettled. Unlike the imperialist armies, the KPA does not focus on 
aggression and wars of conquest and the KPA's strategy of action does not include 
such intentions, on the contrary, the KPA fights and condemns such actions. The 
socialist system itself, which is being built in the DPRK, excludes the annexation of 
other people's lands or the conquest of other nations. 


The DPRK, in its specific political situation surrounded in the south by the hostile 
forces of American imperialism, is in a constant situation of constant defensive 
readiness. This is a very difficult situation where, in response to the taunts and 
provocations of the American armed forces occupying the southern part of Korea, 
the DPRK is trying to maintain security and peace. The recent change in doctrine 
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aimed at attempts at dialogue for the purpose of unification, broken by stupidity 
and false actions characterized by lies and deceit by south Korea, and the 
consequent cessation of efforts to reach an agreement between the socialist DPRK 
and south Korea - under the rule of imperialist occupiers - puts the socialist state 
in a situation where his army must be even more ready and thus the KPA is even 
more than before the focal point of the socialist government's attention and the 
greatest possible support from society. 


The aggressive aspirations of American imperialists in south Korea constitute a 
particular threat to world peace. 


This is a direct threat to the independence and sovereignty of socialist Korea, the 
Korea of Juche too. 


The ‘people's character' of the KPA is evidenced by its high involvement and activity 
in the socio - economic life of the entire DPRK nation.KPA soldiers take an active 
part in work for the national economy and political, social life. KPA soldiers are 
always in service to help in anti - flood operations, in the struggle against the effects 
of unfavorable weather conditions, in extinguishing forest fires, in the construction 
of bridges, lines, turnouts and railway sidings. KPA units take part in the fight 
against natural disasters. They effectively fight floods and fires, eliminate ice jams 
on rivers, and help fishermen free themselves from ice blockages in the fishing 
waters of the DPRK zone. Every year, thousands of KPA soldiers help state and 
cooperative farms in planting and harvesting rice, cereals and other agricultural 
plants. 


The soldier's craft, which is the choice of many young women and men in the KPA, 
is difficult, one of the most difficult. It requires many personal sacrifices, willpower 
and self - discipline. However, it is not only a choice of life path, it is also a moral 
choice, an ideological declaration with the highest patriotic, socialist content. Being 
appointed a KPA soldier is a sign of special trust. It is highly valued in the DPRK 
community. Just like the cordiality that society surrounds Korean People's Army. 


Soldiers of the KPA have in the past and still take part in the construction of 
houses and schools, kindergartens and other public facilities. The effort and 
participation of the KPA in the great construction of the socialist economy of the 
DPRK in the past, and especially during the period of dynamic reconstruction of the 
national economy after the victorious ‘Fatherland Liberation War' in 1950 - 1970 
and the 'Chollima' movement in 1956, are enormous and immeasurable. 


The traditions they follow serve to educate KPA soldiers as reliable defenders of the 
socialist homeland and faithful fighters for the cause of the people. The KPA is the 
heir to the progressive and people's traditions of the guerrilla resistance movement, 
covered with fame and pride of warriors from the Anti - Japanese People's Guerilla 
Army and then the Korean Revolutionary People's Army ( KPRA ) from 1910 to 1945, 
and here lies its basic core and the root of the people's character’ of the KPA. It is a 
beautiful testimony of the deeds of Korean revolutionaries who, in the fight against 
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the Japanese oppressors and their cruel occupation, laid the foundations of 
unbreakable brotherhood, heroic in its expression, which is the glorious heritage of 
today's KPA. Korean People's Army grew on them, on their traditions and great 
achievements in the fight for the liberation of Korea. This proved successful in the 
great tasks that faced the people's power of the young Korean socialist state in 
building the foundations of a new socialist economy and society. The achievements 
of the KPA, which grew on these traditions for the economy, science and culture, 
education on patriotic and internationalist traditions, shaping ethics, are valuable 
and professional, which can also be a model of norms humanistic, socialist 
behavior. The ‘people's character' of the KPA army makes them ready to devote their 
bravery, courage and sacrifice to the noblest cause - the defense of the homeland 
and socialist construction. The education and training of KPA soldiers serves these 
purposes. 


Korean People's Army soldiers are battle - hardened, they are constantly trained 
and brought up in the form of fighting collectives. Soldier collectives stimulate the 
patriotic zeal of KPA soldiers - their love for the people's and socialist homeland, 
loyalty to the nation and the leader, trust in the leading force of the Korean 
revolution, which is the Workers' Party of Korea. The principles of honorable 
soldiering ethics are deeply engraved in the hearts and minds of KPA soldiers. They 
protect the dignity of the uniform. KPA soldiers are critical and bravely fight against 
all injustice in society 


KPA is a school of civic education. KPA soldiers do not hesitate to risk their lives 
and health in dangerous situations when there is a need to save other citizens from 
dangerous situations. It is in the KPA, in the army and through the army that DPRK 
citizens gain great political and social experience and hold various positions in the 
economy and social life of the country. KPA is a good school of organization and 
responsibility. This is especially necessary for DPRK today. Many right decisions 
and resolutions are made in KPA. The experience of the armed forces can therefore 
be extremely helpful here in economic and social sphere. 


Soldiers of the KPA love their nation, they love their homeland - socialist Korea of 
Juche. They constantly improve their combat readiness and their political and 
military training. The soldier's work in the KPA is hard, the service is difficult and 
responsible. But how much satisfaction comes from the trust and respect that the 
DPRK nation has for its armed forces! This is the most valuable reward for the 
soldiers' hard days and sleepless nights. 


The traditions of anti - Japanese struggle and fights for a socialist Korea, for the 
liberation of the Korean people from oppression and exploitation - these are the 
most valuable traditions of the KPA inheritance. It is these honorable traditions that 
influence the people's character' of the KPA. Nothing that is valuable in this history, 
in the history of the KPA heritage, is lost or forgotten. Moreover, the KPA brings out 
all the beautiful characters and deeds from the history of liberation struggles from 
oblivion. The KPA educates and shapes soldiers on the traditions of which they can 
be proud. The role models for our soldiers are noble figures that any nation would 
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be proud of. The example is the deeds and ideals that led the Korean nation to a 
free state building socialism. 


In its ‘people's character’, the KPA reflects the ideas and the highest warrior spirit - 
a spirit of Juche and Songun as spirit of its predecessors in such a way - that in the 
event of an enemy attack, a KPA soldier would defend the DPRK homeland, fight 
with such dedication and be such an ardent fighter for the cause of the people, like 
Kim Il Sung - the hero of the struggle for Korean freedom. The KPA always tries to 
ensure that its soldiers always show as much dedication and love for their people's 
homeland as the steadfast and Great Generalissimo Kim Il Sung did. 


And this is a guarantee that KPA soldiers will not fail in any need. That in serving 
the nation, in fulfilling soldier's duty, you can always rely on them. The sacred 
cause of defense of socialist Korea, the Korea of Juche, is in the confident, strong 
and determined hands of soldiers of ordinary working people, and therefore 
extraordinary in their achievements in the history of the past and present, which 


they shape with their honorable service. 
( Alan Bolon, Main Graphic Editor 'PKT', 
Organisation Secretary/Security Officer KFA UK, 
Chairman West of England Branch KFA UK ) 


| am KOREAN FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION, 


The Korean Friendship Association has proven time after time to be a meeting 
point between different cultures, since our many delegations world wide allow 
members to join, share opinions, discuss issues affecting the DPRK, and debate on 
how the world reacts to the country itself. The KFA is a beacon of hope that one day 
the truth about the DPRK will enlighten the world. 


Most delegations hold meetings from time to time. The ones I am most familiar 
with are the events held by KFA Spain, KFA UK and KFA Germany, as I mentioned 
-in my past article. 
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KFA Spain organizes Juche Idea study sessions every two weeks approximately, 
KFA UK organizes meetings and Korean film nights every month, and KFA Germany 
holds meetings too through several platforms. Members from every delegation are 
invited to these different events, regardless of their country, as long as the language 
isn’t an obstacle, obviously. 


Unity between our delegations is crucial to hold a better understanding of how our 
work should improve and to obtain a better coordination between members. We 
must not settle down and always seek improvement. 


During the KFA International meeting in November 2023, we received many 
speeches from delegations all over the world. It would be awesome if we could keep 
in touch with these delegations outside Europe more often and share our knowledge 
between us. 


What a better way to hold the international bastion of People’s Korea than 
expanding the contact network between delegations and uniting members? 


Showing our eternal support and dismantling all the misinformation about the 
DPRK would become much simpler, in my opinion, if we can somehow coordinate 
better with our colleagues all over the world on a daily basis. 


I will always be grateful for the chance to be part of the KFA, learn every day about 
the Juche Idea and Songun politics, and help in a very humble level to spread the 
truth about People’s Korea. 


( Paula Arzola, Korean Friendship Association Zone Delegate for Andalusia, 
Spain & Spanish Correspondent of the 'PKT' ) 


50 Years Without Taxation in People’s Korea !' 


Jia TAI Ai ed 
AAS us am ogå å 


21 et 1444 a ok 
Ti yangg gas zan Må 
The Pyongyang Times 


A BRILLIANT VICTORY OF GREAT JUCHE IDEA, 
_AN EVENT OF WORLD-HISTORIC IMPORTANCE 


| Law ot the Superme People's Assembly at the DPRK 
ON COMPLETE ABOLITION OF VARANER BEEN 


joe PR 
Se 
BRILLANTE VICTORE DES GRANDES IDEES DE DJOUTCHE, 
_EVENEMENT FAISANT DATE DANS LHSTORE MONDIALE 


Lot de FA mretlée Pogufaire Saprhae de ta IEP), de Corte 
Sr Taboðtion compléte du systime facal 


We are used to taxes going up and up and ... up in the UK. For example take 
council tax, the UK media is reporting that most areas in the UK will have council 
tax increases at the maximum level. ‘Mapped: UK's biggest council tax hikes as 
nearly all authorities plan maximum rise' - was the headline in 'The Independent, it 
went on to write that: ‘Nearly all councils are planning to raise council tax by the 
maximum amount permitted without holding a referendum, new analysis shows, 
amid a crisis in local authority funding. 


All but eight of the 136 top - tier councils to have declared their proposals plan to hike 
council tax by at least 4.99 per cent in April, according to analysis by the County 
Councils Network. 


No doubt, these rises in Council Tax will impose a big burden on workers and 
their families. However, it is not for us in KFA UK to discuss matters of internal 
British policy. 


However, there is one country in the world that does not have taxation; the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea ( DPRK ) or People’s Korea. Not only is the 
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DPRK without taxation, but on the 21st of March it will be the 50th anniversary of 
the abolition of taxation in the DPRK so, People’s Korea has been without taxation 
for 50 years. This is an incredible achievement. 


On the 21st of March 1974 The Supreme People’s Assembly of the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea decided as follows: 


'1. The tax system, 
a vestige of the old society, 
shall be abolished completely ... 


2. The Administration Council of the DPRK, 
shall take measures to implement this law ... 


3. The law shall be effective from April 1, 1974' 


This was in accordance with Article 33 of the 1972 Socialist Constitution of the 
DPRK. 


The abolition of taxation in the DPRK had originally been put forward at the 4th 
Congress of the Workers’ Party of Korea in 1961 and in 1962 comrade KIM JONG 
IL gave a talk to students of KIM IL SUNG University titled: 'On Our Party’s People’s 
Oriented Policy of Ultimately Abolishing the Tax System’. 


The DPRK set about the task of abolishing taxation. In the period 1964 - 1966 
peasants were freed from agricultural tax in kind. Only income tax and local 
authority tax remained, By the 1970s taxes accounted for only a small fraction of 
state revenue. The DPRK’s far reaching and ambitious social welfare programme 
was instead funded from the profits of state - owned industry. 


Thus, in the spring of 1974 the DPRK completely abolished taxation and at the 
same time reduced prices by 30 per cent on average. A truly epochal measure for 
raising living standards. When I see the soaring prices in the shops in Britain I 
often think how wonderful People’s Korea is because it reduced prices instead of 
putting them up all the time. 


As President KIM IL SUNG said: 


'The abolition of the tax system in our country, 
is the brilliant victory of the great Juche idea, 
as well as a demonstration of the incomparable advantages, 
of our socialist system which is the embodiment of the Juche idea, 
and the great capability of our socialist independent national economy. 


Thanks to the immortal Juche idea and its brilliant victory, 
our people are being provided with a richer, 
independent and creative life in the socialist land of happiness, 
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where there is no exploitation, oppression or taxation' 


The abolition of taxation by the DPRK was a truly people - orientated measure 
which was an example of the Juche Idea in action. It was a measure that was only 
possible under the Juche - based, advanced socialist system of the DPRK. 


In countries like Britain many people wrongly associate taxation with socialism 
largely, because they confuse social democracy with socialism, when the two are 
different things. In Britain social democratic regimes raised taxes to fund social 
reforms, instead of funding them through the redistribution of income and wealth. 
Thus, workers in capitalist countries in addition to being exploited by capitalist 
employers, were also exploited by the capitalist state. However, in People’s Korea 
there is no income tax or council. 


Let's look forward to another 50 years of tax - free people - centred socialism in 


People’s Korea! 
( Dr Dermot Hudson, Deputy Editor / Reviewer 'PKT', 
General Chairman KFA UK ) 


The March lst popular uprising of the Korean people was a heroic act of mass 
resistance to the barbaric imperialist colonial rule of Japan. It was the result of the 
bitter resentment of the Korean people towards imperialist Japan which had 
annexed Korea some 9 years before in 1910 after long coveting the land of Korea 
and planning to seize it by hook or by crook. The March 1st popular uprising was a 
just uprising against oppression and exploitation by Japanese imperialism. 


The great leader President KIM IL SUNG wrote in his reminiscences 'With the 
Century’ that: 
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'... Through the March First Popular Uprising 
the Korean people demonstrated to the whole world 
that ours are a people with a strong spirit of independence 
who do not want to live as the slaves of others 
and that they are a people with indomitable stamina 
and ardent patriotism who fear no sacrifice 
in order to regain their country ...' 


The reactionary Japanese imperialists, brutally suppressed the uprising by force 
killing many innocent people. A total of 7 500 people were killed, 46 900 arrested 
and jailed and 15 900 wounded. This shows the gruesome barbarity of the samurai 
- wielding bloodthirsty Japanese imperialists. 


Japan has never apologized for its crimes nor has it paid reparations to the Korean 
people. Instead, top Japanese politicians visit the shrine of the war criminals. Today 
Japan is the shock brigade of US imperialism in Asia. Japan is being encouraged by 
the US to see itself as a regional power ( not that Japanese militarism needs much 
encouragement ), Japanese imperialism is planning to make a comeback in Korea. 
It has laid claims to Tok Islet in south Korea. Japan also dominates the south 
Korean economy and jointly exploits south Korea with US imperialism. Japan 
pursues an extremely hostile policy towards the DPRK. Japan commits acts of 
terrorism against Korean residents in Japan and is denying them the right to 
education. 


Although the March 1st popular uprising was brutally suppressed by the 
Japanese imperialists the independent spirit of the heroic uprisers is alive. Today 
that spirit of independence is represented by the Juche idea and the anti - 
imperialist Democratic People's Republic of Korea led by the dear respected leader 
Marshal KIM JONG UN, the outstanding anti - imperialist leader of our epoch. 


Our organisations urge that Japan should apologise to the Korean people and 
compensate them for the crimes committed against them. Moreover, Japan should 


take its hands off Korea and keep out! 
( Korean Friendship Association UK ) 


KFA im UK ACTIVITIES 
STATEMENTS & NEWS 


Korean Friendship Association UK Statement, 
on YouTube Censorship of Korean Friendship Association Turkey 


D A å al PD 
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© YouTube 


Merhaba KFA Turkiye, 


Bir devlet kuruluşundan igeriginizle 
ilgili yasal bir sikayet aldik. 
İncelemenin ardından, aşağıda 
listelenen ülkelerdeki YouTube 
sitelerinde su içeriğin 
görüntülenmesi engellendi: 


İçeriğin şu ülkelerdeki YouTube 
sitelerinde görüntülenmesi 
engellendi: 


e Güney Kore 


İçeriğinize uygulanan kısıtlama 
kararının hatalı olduğunu 


< O O 


The Korean Friendship Association of the UK ( KFA UK ) issued the following 
statement today: 


We were shocked to learn today, 
that YouTube at the request of the south Korean fascist puppets, 
had blocked all the videos of the YouTube channel, 
of the Korean Friendship Association of Turkey ( KFA Turkey ) in south Korea. 


This is an outrageous act of fascist censorship by YouTube, 
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which is owned by the monopoly tech giant Google. 
YouTube is pandering to south Korean puppet fascism. 
Indeed, it stands out as an example of 21st century liberal fascism! 

Although, the Western countries claim, 
to believe in 'freedom' and democracy, 

in reality they are trampling down free speech, 

by constant censorship to stop the truth about People’s Korea being known! 
We express our full solidarity to KFA Turkey! 
Down with Google / YouTube censorship! 


Defend People’s Korea! 


Stand by KFA Turkey! 


( Korean Friendship Association UK ) 


Report of 14th Korean Friendship Association, 
film night 26th of February 2024 


88 Görüntüle 


p o KFA UK Film Night 26.02.2024 
9 a | 2:04:3 


Sohbet 

ail 

thanks @Alan | hope Dermot 
sees. @ EDermot 

what do you think about the film I 
recommended? @Dermot 


o¢e 


The music playing in the 
background at the entrance is 
from a USSR comedy film 


A film starring World War II 
veteran Yuri Nikulin. 
[UN HALA All BS SLE HA (Undisguisable Identity) 


SONGUNO07 
Gem PÅ 


Kaydet — Katilimalar Eli Kaldır 


The Korean Friendship Association UK ( KFA UK ), held its 14th Film Night on 
the 26th of February at 1830 hours. Participating were members of KFA UK from 
London, West of England and Scotland. The event attracted international 
participation from KFA Germany, KFA Spain, KFA Panama, the People's Korea 
Initiative of Poland as well as friends from the Netherlands and Turkey. 
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The film ‘One Night, One Day', which was released in 2022, was shown which 
depicted the struggle against the anti - party counter - revolutionary factionalists. 
The central figure is a young nurse who discovers a plot to violently overthrow the 
DPRK and socialist system but fights against the counter - revolutionaries. 

Participants praised the film for its high quality and said: '... an interesting, 
suspenseful film. Let us note that the main character, Ra Myong Ju, is a nurse at the 
beginning of the film, and then becomes a renowned doctor, without the help of her 
parents, only thanks to the care and support of the socialist state, in a capitalist state 
it would be practically impossible this will be one of my favourite DPRK films, 
definitely ...' 


A short documentary called: 'Home' was shown about housing in the DPRK and 
also the documentary 'Undisguisable Identity". 


The event concluded at 2040 hours. 
( Korean Friendship Association UK ) 


Report of Korean Friendship Association UK, 
and the British Group for the Study of the Juche Idea, 
Sth Joint Songun - Juche Q and A Study Session, 
held 17th of February 2024 


The Korean Friendship Association of the UK ( KFA UK ) and the British Group 
for the Study of the Juche Idea, held its our 5th Joint Songun - Juche Q and A and 
study session on the 17th of February via Skype at 1500 hours. Attending were 
members of the KFA UK and British Group for the Study of the Juche Idea from 
London, West of England, Staffordshire and other parts of the UK as well as 
international guests from KFA Germany and the People's Korea Initiative of Poland. 
Questions were put about the role of donations in the DPRK economy, about the 
DPRK’s stance on nationalism, the issue of piece work rates and fixed wages in the 
DPRK and the issue of studying in the DPRK. 


Comrade Alan Bolon, KFA UK organisation secretary and head of KFA UK West of 
England said in his reply referring to the question of donations in the DPRK ‘s 


socialist economy said that: 


'... Ina socialist planned economy donations 
do not fulfil any specific task assigned to them by the plan. 


It is because it is impossible to plan the size or number of future donations. 
In the process of economic planning in the socialist system, 


only measurable and actually existing indicators are taken into account, 
and forecasts are also made according to them. 
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Any economic forecast cannot be based on unpredictable donations. 


Donations are not an element of socialist planning 
not only because of their unpredictability 
but also because of the lack of factors on which any plan could be based ...' 


With regard to the question about nationalism comrade Bolon said that: 
',.. Pride for love and nation does not exclude involvement in internationalism. 


Even more, it is the right direction of love and pride for one's nation, 
excluding the dangerous chauvinistic trend 
of putting one's own nation above all others in the sense of hostility 
towards others and discrimination towards others, 
which takes place in evil bourgeois nationalism. 


The belief that our nation ts the best is not wrong only when it does no harm, 
respects the differences of others 
and does not interfere in the affairs of other nations for its own benefits. 


Only then is it a healthy nationalism that is full of patriotism 
and has an internationalist expression ...' 


Dr Dermot Hudson Chairman of KFA UK and Chairman of the British Group for 
the Study of the Juche Idea in regard to the donation issue: 


'... There is a long history of donations in People’s Korea, 
this goes back to the period after liberation in the 1940s. 


The great leader President KIM IL SUNG led the struggle 
to carry out land reform which made the peasants masters of the land. 


After the first harvest under the new people’s democratic system 
a patriotic peasant named Kim Je Won 
donated 30 straw bags of rice to the country. 


The donation of Kim Je Won was used to help found 
the first people’s university, KIM IL SUNG university ...' 


Referring to the question of nationalism and the DPRK’s stance on it , Dr Hudson 
refuted the idea that the DPRK is an ‘ethno - nationalist’ state. Dr Hudson also 
pointed out that the DPRK had changed its position on the issue of Korean 
reunification and ‘great national unity’. He gave a 5 point summary of the work of 
the great leader comrade KIM JONG IL 'On Correctly Understanding Nationalism’. 


Dr Hudson stressed that there should be a struggle against globalisation. 
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On the question of fixed rate wages and piece work rates in the DPRK Dr Hudson 
said that: 


'... The DPRK is based on the socialist principle 
of people being paid according to the quantity and quality of work 
done as society has not yet reached the stage of full communism 
in which everyone will contribute according to their ability 
and receive according to their needs. 


The DPRK is also based on the principle ”He who shall not work, shall not eat” 
Moreover: 
',.. workers in the DPRK receive basic pay or living pay 
which covers their living costs as well as social benefits for housing 
which is free and food is supplied at low cost 
( in fact basically free ) as well as social benefits for housing. 


Those who work hard and exceed targets receive bonuses and premiums. 


Moreover, those who exceed targets or put forward innovations, 
can be awarded titles and certificates like Labour Innovator 
and Labour Hero which earn them preferential treatment in society. 


I think it is necessary here to point out that the DPRK 
combines material incentives with political - ideological 
and political incentives, basically giving priority to political -moral incentives 
whilst not ignoring material incentives ...' 


A discussion was held on the recent decision of the Republic of Cuba to establish 
relations with south Korea. The opinions expressed were overwhelmingly negative. 


Dr Hudson read out extracts from Juche Idea - Answers to a Hundred Questions’ 
and ‘Questions and Answers on the Songun Idea". 


The session concluded at 1635 hours. 
( Korean Friendship Association UK ) 


The Association For the Study of Songun Politics UK, 
the British Group for the Study of the Juche Idea, 
the Korean Friendship Association of the UK, 
issued the following joint statement in support of the speech, 
made by respected Marshal KIM JONG UN, 
to the DPRK Ministry of National Defence on the occasion, 
of the 76th founding anniversary, 
of the Korean People's Army ( KPA ) 
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In his speech on the occasion of the 76th anniversary of the foundation of the 
KPA as a regular revolutionary armed force respected Marshal KIM JONG UN 
reviewed the past achievements made by the KPA in defending the security and 
sovereignty of the DPRK as well as its socialist achievements. As Marshal KIM 
JONG UN says of the KPA: 


Shouldering the historic duty of safeguarding the national sovereignty, 
which could never be defended easily, 
it has undauntedly hewn out for the long 76 years the arduous path 
of fierce political struggle, class struggle, of deciding who prevails over whom.' 


This is indeed true and correctly identifies the struggle of the KPA as a political 
struggle and a class struggle. This is what makes the DPRK different from other 
past and existing socialist countries and also how the Korean People's Army is 
qualitatively different from the armies of past socialist countries. The KPA is a 
genuinely anti - imperialist, anti - revisionist army. 


Respected Marshal KIM JONG UN gives further clarification of the role and tasks 
of the KPA with regard to the new policy towards south Korea that was announced 
at the 9th Plenum of the 8th Central Committee of the Workers Party of Korea and 
the 10th session at the 14th Supreme People's Assembly of the DPRK. The KPA will 
no longer be bound by any concept of south Korea as being ‘compatriots’ or a 
dialogue partner. As explained by respected Marshal KIM JONG UN: 


'After reviewing the history of division and confrontation of our nation recently, 
our Party and government designated the puppet Republic of Korea 
as our most dangerous and first enemy state 
and invariable archenemy that stands in our way, 
and decided it as our state policy to occupy 
and subjugate its territory in time of emergency. 


This ts an absolutely right measure for our state’s eternal security 
and its peace and stability in the future" 


This is absolutely correct. If the south Korean puppets start a war the DPRK will 
end their existence and the territory of the south will become part of the Democratic 
People's Republic of Korea. 


Moreover, Marshal KIM JONG UN states that: 


'... Peace is not something to be begged for 
or bartered for through negotiations ...' 


This is a very intelligent statement that shows that he has no illusions about US 
imperialism and the south Korean puppets. This is something that revolutionaries 
all over the world should always keep in mind and not have illusions about US 
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imperialism and local bourgeois reactionary regimes. 
Moreover, Marshal KIM JONG UN warns the KPA to be ready saying that 
'We should always be ready for war. 


If the enemy dares to have recourse to armed force against our state, 
we will make a bold decision to change history 
and enlist all the super - powerful means in our hands unhesitatingly 
so as to annihilate the enemy’ 


Respected Marshal KIM JONG UN's speech is truly excellent and highly 
inspirational. We recommend that people make a deep study of it. We strongly 
support the speech of respected Marshal KIM JONG UN. 


( ASSPUK, BGSJI, KFA UK, London 9th of February Juche 113 [2024] ) 


The Association For the Study of Songun Politics UK, 
the British Group for the Study of the Juche Idea, 
the Korean Friendship Association of the UK, 
and the UK Preparatory Committee, 
for the Day of the Shining Star, 
issued the following joint statement on the occasion, 
of on the 12th anniversary of the award, 
of the title of Generalissimo to the Great Leader, 
Comrade Kim Jong Il 


The title of Generalissimo was awarded to comrade Kim Jong Il on the 14th of 
February 2012 reflecting the respect of the Korean people for his devoted work in 
leading the defence of the independence of the country and the will of the Korean 
people to uphold the great leader comrade Kim Jong Il as eternal leader. 


The great leader comrade Kim Jong Il worked tirelessly over several decades to 
lead and build up the Korean People's Army as the army of Juche. He started his 
Songun revolutionary leadership by giving guidance to the historic Seoul Ryu Kyong 
Su no 105 tank division of the KPA. 


The role of Kim Jong Il was pivotal as he strengthened the Korean People's Army 
founded and led by Generalissimo Kim Il Sung along the path of victory and glory, 
honourably defending the independence of Korea and Juche socialism. His 
leadership ensured a war did not break out on the Korean peninsula thus making a 
great contribution to world peace. 


Kim Jong Il turned the DPRK into an independent self - reliant socialist military 
power with its own nuclear deterrent by dint of his invincible Songun revolutionary 
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leadership and led the stand - off with US imperialism to victory, thus performing 
great exploits for the DPRK and world revolution. 


The title of Generalissimo was a most just and fitting award for the great leader 
comrade Kim Jong Il who devoted his life to the Songun revolutionary cause and 
achieved great exploits in the work of defending the DPRK from aggressive US 
imperialism. 


Our organisations recall the great exploits made by the great generalissimo Kim 
Jong Il in the field of military affairs and defending the DPRK from invasion. 


Today the revolutionary leadership of the great generalissimo Kim Jong Ilis 
carried forward by the dear respected Marshal Kim Jong Un who has been Juche 
Korea into a strategic state. 


( ASSPUK, BGSJI, KFA UK, London 9th of February Juche 113 [2024] ) 


The Association For the Study of Songun Politics UK, 
the British Group for the Study of the Juche Idea, 
the Korean Friendship Association of the UK, 
and the UK Preparatory Committee, 
for the Day of the Shining Star, 
issued a statement on the occasion, 
of the 82nd anniversary of the birth, 
of the great Leader Comrade Kim Jong Il 


The anniversary of the birth of comrade Kim Jong Il, the 16th of February, is 
celebrated by the Korean people and friends of People's Korea throughout the world 
as the Day of the Shining Star’. This is because the exploits and achievements of 
comrade Kim Jong Il shine like a bright star. 


Comrade Kim Jong Il was born the son of guerrillas on February 16th 1942. Our 
KFA UK delegation visited his birthplace at Mt Paektu in August 2017. He did not 
come from a privileged background but was brought up in clothes made from old 
uniforms and spent his childhood in a simple log cabin. He witnessed the severe 
anti - Japanese war and later as a young boy also witnessed the Fatherland 
Liberation War against the US imperialist aggressors which saw not only the 
atrocities and devastation wrought by the US imperialists but also their defeat. 


Comrade Kim Jong Il lived a very simple life. As a student, he participated in the 
construction of Pyongyang. He also worked at a textile machinery factory at lathe no 
26. Thus, comrade Kim Jong Il was a true people's leader, always with the people 
sharing both hardship and joy with them. Often comrade Kim Jong Il did not 
celebrate his own birthday and dressed in an old parka. 


At the beginning of the 1960s Kim Jong Il gave guidance to the historic Seoul Ryu 
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Kyong Su no 105 Guards Tank Division of the KPA. On the 19th of June 1964, he 
started work at the central committee of the Workers' Party of Korea. As well as 
practical day - to - day leadership he developed the ideology and theory of the WPK. 
He systematized the Juche Idea and created Kimilsungism. Because of his skills as 
a theoretician and ideologist plus his modest style as a people's leader, he was 
acclaimed as the successor to the great leader President Kim Il Sung. 


Comrade Kim Jong Il steered the DPRK through the difficult period of the 'Arduous 
March'. Even though the DPRK faced difficulties he made sure that a high level of 
social benefits was maintained. Vans with soya milk for children were always seen 
on the streets of the DPRK in this period. 


Declaring ‘Expect No Change from me!, comrade Kim Jong Il combated the 
pressure and machinations of US imperialism. He made sure that the DPRK 
continued firmly along the road of Juche charted by comrade Kim Il Sung by 
upholding the banner of Juche further supplemented it with the Songun idea and 
Songun politics the treasured sword for defending independence. 


The achievements of comrade Kim Jong Il shine brightly. Today the DPRK is the 
world's most independent country. It is seen as a country that does not take 
nonsense from any imperialists or big powers. This is the legacy of comrade Kim 
Jong Il, a legacy that is today further developed and carried forward by the dear 
respected Marshal Kim Jong Un, the one and only successor to the Juche cause. 


We join with the Korean people and world progressives in commemorating the 
great leader generalissimo Kim Jong Il on the 82nd anniversary of his birth. 


( ASSPUK, BGSJI, KFA UK, London 9th of February Juche 113 [2024] ) 


Korean Central News Agency Commentary, 
Censures U.S. Power Politics 


Shortly ago, U.S. Secretary of State Blinken stated that: '... if you're not at the 
table in the international system, you're going to be on the menu ...' at the Munich 
Security Conference ( MSC ), causing international sensation. 


This Yankee slang means that if you have the strength, you devour others at the 
table; if you lack strength, you become the prey on the menu. The point is that the 
international order pursued by the U.S. is grounded in the law of the jungle, ‘the 
logic of power. 
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It's pretty regrettable that the chief diplomat of a ‘superpower' let out such 
shameful, nasty remarks at the venue of the international conference dealing with 
global security issues. 


However, it is helpful that his bullshit once again made the world keenly realize 
that the 'rules - based international order' trumpeted by the U.S. is a ‘jungle law" 
where the strong prey on the weak. 


Commenting on this, the Russian foreign minister said that "the U.S. is coercing 
other countries into sharing its ‘international system table’, or else they will be on 
the ‘menu’. The Chinese newspaper Global Times reported that: 'Washington's 
current official diplomatic rhetoric emphasizes the so - called ‘rules - based 
international order’, but it is all used as tools to demand, restrain, and accuse others, 
or to cover up U.S. own hegemonic intentions”. 


As recognized by public at home and abroad, it is the U.S. that cannot survive 
without preying on the weak, in view of its origination and existence mode. 


Built on the sea of blood of Indians, the U.S. staged over 114 big and small wars of 
aggression and more than 8 900 military interference actions for over 130 years 
until World War I, and expanded its territory by over ten times by annexing and 
subordinating other countries and nations. 


After World War II, the U.S. has grown corpulent through many wars and military 
interference actions in the DPRK, Vietnam, Iraq, Syria and other parts of the world 
and maintained its privileged position. 


Even in the present century when the unipolar world has been collapsing and a 
new, multi - polarized international order is being established, the U.S. is 
persistently pursuing its hegemonic and aggressive mode of existence and foreign 
policy, being obsessed with ‘overconfidence in its own strength’, and is constantly 
breaking the security and stability of the world. 


The present Middle East situation which has no sign of solution and goes bad to 
worse can be explained only by the logic of the animal instinct of the U.S. 


The New York Times in an article titled: 'Understanding the Middle East through the 
Animal Kingdom' likened the U.S. going to become the ‘king of the Middle East 
jungle’ to a lion and the Middle East countries to a ‘parasitoid wasp’ or ‘caterpillars’, 
and stressed the need for the U.S. to burn the whole jungle to kill the parasitoid 
wasp. 


Hence, clearly proved are the true colors of the U.S. sacrificing the Middle East 
countries and the whole region for its ambition for domination. 


In a nutshell, the U.S. is devouring others at the table, some countries and 
nations in the Middle East including Palestine are on the menu as the fish and 
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meat' and Israel is ‘skillfully cooking' to suit the taste of the U.S. 


The outlook on the world based on the American - style jungle law and hegemonic 
foreign policy of the U.S. justifying aggression and war for existence can never be 
tolerated in the present era of human civilization. 


The U.S. should no longer be allowed to devour the world at the table. 


( Pyongyang, March 1, Juche 113 
Korean Central News Agency ) 


Respected Comrade Kim Jong Un Makes Speech, 
at Ground Breaking Ceremony, 


for Regional - industry Factories in Songchon County 


The respected Comrade Kim Jong Un made a speech titled: 'On the Occasion of 
the First Ground Breaking for the Implementation of the Regional Development 
20 x 10 Policy" at the ground breaking ceremony for regional - industry factories in 
Songchon County on February 28th, Juche 113. 


The full text of the speech is as follows: 


Comrades, 
How do you do, 
beloved people in Songchon County? 
Today a historic ceremony of breaking the ground with the greatest desire, 
and ambition of our Party to implement the Regional Development 20x10 Policy, 
is being held here in Songchon County, a typical intermediate, 
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mountainous area in our country. 


This signals the start of the great struggle for our Party’s ten - year goal, 
for bringing about comprehensive regional rejuvenation. 


At this moment when we are making a vigorous step forward, 
towards a grand transformation, a revolution in the regional industry, 
I picture in my mind’s eye the future of regions, 
that would be transformed year after year. 


As I do so, I feel the dignity and pride in the forthcoming struggle redoubled, 
and I am greatly moved by the thought that the people in all cities, 
and counties in provinces, numbering more than ten million, 
will be provided with substantial benefits in their living. 


On the other hand, to be frank, 
I feel remorseful for the fact that we are starting this revolution only now. 


But, though this is a gathering held on an empty place, 
with only an artist’s impression unfolded, 
it will proclaim the beginning of an important revolutionary undertaking aimed, 
at promoting the well - being of the regional people, 
and this amply proves the historic weight of the undertaking. 


Officers and men of the 124th regiments under the services, 
and corps at all levels of our army, 
who will play a vanguard role, 
in implementing the Regional Development 20 x10 Policy, 


Members of the non - permanent central promotion committee, 
officials of ministries, national agencies and other relevant units, 
who are charged with the responsibility, 
for leading and promoting transformation of regions, 
and officials and working people from Songchon, 
and other counties in South Phyongan Province, 
who have come here with absolute support, 
to and trust in our Party’s new policy, 
On behalf of the Party Central Committee and the government of the Republic, 

I extend hearty militant greetings to you. 


Comrades, 
It is indeed a revolution of great significance, 
to build wonderful regional - industry factories, 
with modern equipment and production lines, 
in all cities and counties of the country in the coming ten years. 


It was thought to be an inevitable and natural reality for too long, 
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that regions lag behind the capital city, but our Party, 
which regards it as a principle in its activities to pay constant and equal attention, 
to the living of all the people throughout the country, 
and actively solve the problems arising in their living, set removing the centuries-old 
concept as a historic task it should bravely shoulder, 
however challenging it is. 


Proceeding from this, 
the Eighth Central Committee of the Party set strengthening cities and counties, 
and improving the rural living environment as an important line, 
for the development of the state, 
and tried to find a way of opening a new era of comprehensive development, 
in which the capital city and regions would develop together. 


And recently, it put forward the Regional Development 20 x10 Policy, 
that focuses on the comprehensive modernization of regional - industry factories, 
which must be conducted without fail even by directing unprecedented efforts, 
and today the first ground breaking ceremony, 
for achieving a brilliant result of the policy has convened. 


We are now pushing ahead with large - scale housing construction projects , 
every year in the rural communities across the country as well as in the capital city, 
while ceaselessly raising the level of our self - defensive strength, 
to protect the sovereignty of the state and independent life of the people, 
and readjusting and developing all sectors of the national economy. 


Frankly speaking, 
in this situation it is easier said than done to decide, 
on another ten - year campaign of creation, 
which is no less challenging than each of them, and open a new front. 


But it is also a very pressing affair of the state, 
to rebuild the regional economy on a completely new and advanced basis, 
throughout the country and raise to a higher stage the basic material, 
and cultural standards of living of the regional people, 
who make up the overwhelming majority of the population of the Republic. 


We cannot keep our eyes away from this work any longer, 
nor can we delay it even a moment. 


We must press ahead with it unconditionally and persistently, 
and bring about a definite result. 


Anyone who ts born on this land should lead an abundant, 
and civilized life under the socialist policy of the state, 
whether they live in the capital city or regions, 
in towns or mountain villages, 
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and it is the core of the new policy of regional development, 
to see to it that they do so without fail. 


The success of the Regional Development 20 x10 Policy, 
has already been confirmed. 


Above all else, 
Party members and other people actively approve and support, 
the new policy of the Party and the government. 


As the new policy reflects the urgent demands, 
and interests of all the people and clearly indicates the ways of its implementation, 
everyone welcomes and hails it. 


In particular, all the regional people accept it as their own, 
and are optimistic that it will surely come true. 


This ts the most precious and greatest power, 
that defies comparison with any financial resources. 


As our people are of the belief that all the policies of the Party, 
and the government are for the promotion of their rights, 
interests and living and that any work the Party decides on and goes at turns, 
into a happy reality, they unanimously and wholeheartedly support, 
any struggle task it advances, however formidable and challenging it may be. 


Thanks to this support, the political climate unique to our state is unusually solid, 
and all things designed by the Party, 
and the government develop into proud realities, 
with world - amazing, miraculous results. 


It is our consistent manner of work, 
to make a scientific and meticulous calculation and plan, 
and establish a powerful organizational and command system, 
before we launch into all projects for the good of the people. 


At the outset of 2024, 

a year of great importance in developing our revolution and state, 
the Party Central Committee paid great attention to the historic task, 
of implementing the policy of regional development, 
making serious studies and holding in - depth discussions repeatedly. 


It decided that the state should supply all the funds, 
manpower, cement and steel needed for the construction, 
of regional - industry factories in cities and counties, 
and took timely measures for different problems like transport of building materials. 
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And it found new problems in the course of reconsidering the , 
and present situation of Kimhwa County, 
which can be said to have undergone the preparatory stage or the pilot stage, 
in implementing the policy, and set forth measures for preventing possible deviations. 


In order to push ahead with the implementation, 
of the Regional Development 20 x10 Policy substantially and powerfully, 
as an undertaking devolving on the Party Central Committee, 
officials of its Organizational Leadership Department visited the cities and counties, 
which are designated for construction this year, 
to learn about their specific situations, 
and correctly confirmed the orientation of construction, 
after serious discussions with local officials and designers. 


Meanwhile, organs and a work system were set up so that the Party, 
and the state can supervise and push ahead with this project, 
and they have begun to work. 


Yesterday I went over and ratified a general report, 
on the list of regional - industry factories, 
to be built in 20 cities and counties this year as well as on their scales, 
sites and production lines. 


Now we can say that we have calculated everything, 
and made full preparations for building dozens of regional - industry factories, 
in the 20 cities and counties within this year. 


The point ts how their construction, 
which has arisen as an urgent demand of the people and an important task, 
of the Party and the government, 
will go ahead in reality and how effectively these factories will operate in the future. 


Not only the officers and men of the People’s Army, 
and construction officials present here but also all the officials, 
Party members and other working people across the country, 
should turn out in bringing about a revolution in the regional industry, 
with a single mind and purpose; 
the capital city and regions, provinces and cities and counties should join their efforts; 
and the builders should actively cooperate with the sci - tech forces. 


In this way, I believe, 
they can achieve successful results in different parts of the country, 
which we have dreamed of. 


Comrades, 
The army of the people, the foremost guardian, 
creator and implementer in our socialist state, 
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has shouldered this difficult, yet honourable revolutionary task. 


This constitutes another important factor that boosts our conviction, 
in the sure victory of this task. 


At this time, too, 
our Party has put our army at the forefront of the ten - year revolution, 
for shoring up the regional economy. 


I feel grateful and reassured, 
to see the militant appearance and soaring spirit of the officers and men, 
of the 124th regiments who went immediately to the areas assigned to them, 
in hearty response to the appeal of the Party Central Committee, 
and have launched into the revolutionary work, 
which would accelerate the new transformation of regions, 
and comprehensive rejuvenation of our state. 


Hoping that you will once again implant devoted service for the people, 
into your hearts as your solemn duty, 
I would like to take this opportunity to emphasize a few points for you, 
who have advanced to the construction sites, 
of regional - industry factories throughout the country. 


As I said on February 8, 
when I visited the Ministry of National Defence, 
on the anniversary of the founding of the army, 
the Party and the people place great trust in the People’s Army, 
whenever the revolution faces a task of grave importance and utmost urgency, 
and the latter lives up to their trust and expectation, 
faithfully and without fail - this ts a glorious tradition, 
inherited from one century into the next. 


There ts no doubt in the least about the fighting spirit, 
matchless self - sacrificing spirit and perfect creating style of the People’s Army. 


Mindful of being the creators of transformations in the new era, 
the officers and men dispatched to the 20 cities and counties across the country, 
should ensure the highest quality in building the regional - industry factories, 
with a determination that they will not let their parents, 
brothers and sisters in their home towns and villages experience, 
difficulties in their living any longer. 


You should never forget even for a moment, 
that each passing day of your struggle should be adorned with proud feats, 
performed for defending the policy of the Party, 
and the state and achieving the people’s happiness. 
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How substantial transformation the Party’s and the government’s, 
regional development policy would bring to cities and counties, 
and how tangible changes it would make in every aspect, 
of the people’s living conditions depends on your style of work. 


Bearing this in mind, 
you should make every effort to ensure the speed, 
and quality of construction to the full. 


Also in implementing the Party’s slogan: 
"Everything for the improvement, of the people’s standard of living!’, 
our service personnel should always be standard - bearers 
and set excellent examples. 


They should display to the full our army’s traits of being thoroughgoing, 
accurate and perfect in whatever they do - pushing ahead, 
with the projects on schedule, 
meeting the technical and engineering requirements, 
and making maximum economies in the use of materials. 


By doing so, they will create symbols of our era, 
which will deserve praises of posterity, 
in this Songchon County and all other cities and counties in the country. 


Your way of struggle should bring about a real improvement in all aspects, 
by giving an influence on the ideological consciousness, 
work attitude and lifestyle of officials, 
working people and others in the relevant cities and counties, 
and turn into their revolutionary spirit, patriotism, 
creation and optimism as well as the culture of a new era. 


Only then can the intention of the Party Central Committee, 
in putting you at the forefront of the revolution in the regional industry, 
be implemented and your efforts be proved worthwhile. 


I believe that the 20 flags to be awarded to the commanding officers, 
of the 124th regiments today will be adorned with great feats, 
and unparalleled patriotic exploits of our most revolutionary army of the people. 


The chief secretary of the Party committee, 
and chairman of the people’s committee of Songchon County, 
and all senior officials in other cities and counties across the country, 
should make strenuous efforts. 


They should keep it in mind that they are the direct performers, 
of the great revolutionary undertaking for carrying out, 
the Regional Development 20 x10 Policy. 
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Even though the Party provides all the conditions, 
and the People’s Army undertakes the construction of factories, 
it is the Party and administrative and economic officials of cities, 
and counties who should take full responsibility, 
for operating the completed factories, 
and ensure that the people under their charge, 
enjoy substantial benefits from them ...' 


Kim Jong Un referred to the policy - oriented requirements set forth by the Party 
Central Committee in building the regional - industry factories in cities and 
counties: 


',.. Chief secretaries of city and county Party committees, 
should attach importance to three - way consultation, 
from the designing stage so that factories can be built to suit, 
the specific conditions of their respective regions, 
and to leave nothing to be desired even in the future. 


They should also promote effective cooperation with the People’s Army, 
and vigorously enlist the local people to implement the Party policy. 


If the factories fail to run on a normal footing, 
owing to shortage of raw and other materials or any other problems, 
after their production buildings have been set up in a splendid way, 
and equipped with modern facilities, 
it will be a crime before the Party and the state, the people and the soldier builders. 


The chief secretaries should direct efforts from now on to creating raw - material 
bases and building up the technical forces of regional - industry factories, and 
definitely guarantee the long - term development of their cities and counties on the 
principle of self - reliance and on the strength of science and technology. 


What is most important ts, 
that they should turn the process of transforming regional - industry factories, 
into an effective occasion whereby officials, 
and residents in their counties foster a determination, 
and confidence that they should and can create an affluent life and civilization, 
by valuing all the things in their native places, 
taking care of them with sincerity and making full use of them. 


In other words, 
they should turn the process of implementing the new regional development policy, 
into a process of strengthening the functions and role of regional Party organizations, 
and government organs and of remarkably stepping up the ideological, 
technological and cultural revolutions. 
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This ts precisely the main purpose set by the Party in drawing up the plan, 
for the revolution in the regional industry. 


If one is firm in their resolve to make their life affluent by their own efforts, 
they can turn a stone into a treasure and there is nothing they cannot do. 


The chief secretaries of city and county Party committees, 
should prove this first by transforming themselves, 
and through their practice. 


Another important point they should never neglect: 
They should pay particular attention and take thoroughgoing measures, 
so that the work of improving the living standards of the local people, 
bears no negative result of imposing burdens on them. 


All the officials and builders, 
who are to engage in building regional - industry factories, 
projects to be vigorously promoted in cities and counties across the country, 
should devote their wisdom and energy to the responsible work, 
of successfully carrying out the Party’s plan, 
and improving the people’s living standards, 
and present proud creations for the country, 
the revolution and the coming generations. 


Comrades, 


At the end of this year, 
we will witness a new transformation in the 20 cities, 
and counties across the country, 
including here in Songchon County, 
where modern regional - industry factories, 
the first fruits of the Regional Development 20 x10 Policy, 
will have been built. 
And ten years later solid foundations for regional rejuvenation, 
a long - cherished desire, 
will have been laid so that we can feel worthwhile to see, 
the production bases running at full throttle, 
and hear the people’s happy laughter resounding across the country. 


Herein lies the boundless pride and honour of our revolutionary work and struggle. 


The sacred and great undertaking, 
which we conducted merely with words for decades, 
and which we did not dare to go at, has really begun now. 


For an era of great transformation, 
in which we will develop the regional economy rapidly in our own way, 
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while renovating rural communities. 


Towards an era, 
in which we build the most wonderful factories for the people, 
on our land by our own hands and in which we create the people’s happiness, 
to the full with our own resources and technology. 


Let us all build and create with confidence and vigour. 


Today commanding officers of the large combined units at all levels, 
under which 124th regiments have been organized, 
and commanders of all these regiments are present here. 


I appeal to our army through you. 


Officers and men of the People’s Army, 
Always fight bravely in the vanguard of the struggle, 
to create and defend the people’s happiness, 
and to realize the cherished desire of our Party! 


The Party, the country and the people believe in you! 


Officers and men, who have turned out in this gigantic struggle today, 
will be remembered for ever as the most steel - strong fighters, 
representing a great era. 


Let us make selfless and devoted efforts, 
for the good of our great people! 
Forward for our sacred struggle! 


( Pyongyang, February 29, Juche 113 
Korean Central News Agency ) 


U.S. Indo - Pacific Strategy, 
Is Geopolitical Confrontation Scenario, 


Disturbing Regional Peace and Stability 


Ri Ji Won, a researcher of the Institute for American Studies of the DPRK Foreign 
Ministry, released the following article titled 'Washington's Indo - Pacific strategy is a 
geopolitical confrontation scenario that disturbs regional peace and stability" 


On the lapse of two years since the release of the report on the ‘Indo - Pacific 
strategy of the U.S.”, the U.S. administration recently claimed that a ‘historic 


advance’ was made in implementing the Indo - Pacific strategy, praising the 
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intensified attempt to manipulate and expand the regional bloc as the major 
‘achievement’. 


It also praised itself that the project for building the free and open Indo - Pacific 
has been accelerated, the ties with states inside and outside the region 
strengthened, the regional prosperity promoted, the regional security reinforced and 
the ability to cope with threats in the 21st century beyond the border provided. 


What does the Biden administration's overheated celebration show? 


It is not so hard for anyone to see that the U.S., driven into a tight corner in 
Ukraine, the Middle East and other parts of the world, is trying hard to advertise as 
if it is achieving ‘success’ only in the Asia - Pacific region. 


However, the present situation, two years after the publication of the report on the 
Indo - Pacific strategy of the U.S.', clearly shows the absurdity of the ‘construction of 
the free, open, prosperous and stable region' advocated by the present U.S. 
administration. 


First, the U.S. Indo - Pacific strategy has brought about ‘closure and confrontation 
between camps' in the region, instead of freedom and opening". 


As known, the U.S. Indo - Pacific strategy's basic mission is to contain anti - U.S. 
independent countries in the region and gain unchallenged position. 


The Indo - Pacific strategy, which originated from the Asia - pacific rebalancing 
strategy proposed by the Obama administration in 2012, was conceptualized and 
evolved into a more comprehensive strategy during the period of the Trump 
administration. 


During the period of the Trump administration, the U.S. expanded the scope of its 
strategy, which had been limited to the Asia - Pacific region, to the Indian Ocean, 
advocating the ‘building of a free and open Indo - Pacific region, and in 2019 the 
Department of State and the Defense Department of the U.S. released reports on 
the Indo - Pacific strategy" codifying this strategy. 


The hegemony - oriented and aggressive nature of the Indo - Pacific strategy was 
more clearly revealed in the period of the Biden administration. 


The Biden administration has made clearer the confrontational nature of QUAD 
since the beginning of its office. In September 2021 it invented AUKUS, sparking off 
concern about nuclear proliferation and tensions in the region. 


Meanwhile, the moves to enroll the vassal forces in bellicose and irreversible blocs 


have become undisguised such as institutionalizing the U.S. - Japan - puppet ROK 
and U.S. - Japan - Philippines tripartite cooperation. 
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The U.S. also forced the member states of ASEAN and other regional countries, 
including the Pacific island nations, to select one alternative between the two 
ideological stands - pro - U.S. or independence. 


This made the countries which chose the pro - U.S. move at the U.S. beck and 
call, shackled by the U.S. regional strategy, and the countries which chose 
independence undoubtedly become the target of the U.S. 


Second, the U.S. Indo - Pacific strategy has caused ‘instability of situation and war 
crisis'in the region, rather than ‘stability’. 


The U.S. directed primary efforts to pressurizing regional countries through 
tightened military collusion with its followers in order to carry out the Indo-Pacific 
strategy. 


In particular, it has intensified the triangular military cooperation with Japan and 
the ROK puppets and frequently sent strategic assets to the Korean peninsula and 
its vicinity, talking about the ‘offer of extended deterrence’. 


Last year alone, a U.S. nuclear submarine called at the puppet ROK region in 40 - 
odd years and a U.S. nuclear strategic bomber landed on the region for the first 
time in 30 - odd years. The two rounds of meetings of the Nuclear Consultative 
Group’ discussed the plan for using nuclear weapons against the DPRK in a 
practical way. 


The U.S. also deliberately strained the situation and sparked disputes among 
regional countries by sending warships and fighters one after another into the hot 
spots, including the South Sea and the East Sea of China and the Taiwan Strait, 
under the pretext of freedom of navigation. 


In addition, it has staged joint military drills under various codenames such as 
Ulji Freedom Guardian, Pacific Dragon, Resilient Shield, Noble Fusion and Cope 
North in the Asia - Pacific region every day to escalate the danger of military conflict 
as never before. 


Moreover, the dark war clouds hanging over Europe are coming to Asia as the U.S. 
is instigating NATO to advance into the Asia - Pacific region. 


It is a prelude to NATO's aggression on Asia and Pacific looming ahead that NATO 
mentioned ‘threats' by the Asia - Pacific countries in its new strategic concept in 
June 2022 and is recently inveigling regional countries into the ranks of its 
strategic partners. 


Owing to the reckless military confrontation hysteria of the U.S. and its followers, 
the outbreak of a nuclear war in the Asia - Pacific region, particularly, the Korean 
Peninsula - the world's biggest nuclear arsenal - has already become a matter of 
point of time beyond possibility and regional countries had to make an inevitable 
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option of bolstering up the military capabilities for self - defence to deal with the 
current security situation. 


The era of a new Cold War looms large in the region due to the attempt of the U.S., 
Japan and puppet ROK to establish the Asian version of NATO and the black 
tentacles of NATO stretching to the Asia - Pacific region. 


Third, the U.S. Indo - Pacific strategy has fed ‘confusion’, not ‘prosperity’ of the 
region. 


The U.S. has got undisguised in its sinister intention to exclude and isolate a 
certain state from the regional economic system and expanded the security concept 
into the economic field. As a result, the economic development and growth in the 
Asia - Pacific region are seriously hampered and hindered. 


The Biden administration adopted the 'CHIPS and Science Act' and put forward the 
plan for establishing the 'Chip Four Alliance’, thus declaring an illegal economic war 
aimed at deterring the sci - tech development of regional countries by making 
vicious use of semiconductor. 


In addition, it puts the brakes on its domestic companies and Western countries' 
cooperation with the U.S. rival countries in the field of cutting - edge technology, 
touting ‘separation of relations and risk reduction". 


Notably, the U.S. is attempting to build an exclusive supply chain that excludes 
regional countries by means of the India - Pacific Economic Framework. 


Much upset by its waning economic influence in the Asia - Pacific region, the 
present U.S. chief executive officially initiated the India - Pacific Economic 
Framework by rallying its 13 vassal countries during his trip to Japan in May 2022. 


During the APEC summit held in San Francisco last November, he organized a 
summit of the India - Pacific Economic Framework, at which the U.S. revealed its 
attempt to put collective economic pressure on some countries in the region. 


The U.S. arranged a ‘small - group meeting' against the backdrop of the meeting for 
seeking regional economic cooperation and development to enter into the ‘core 
mineral dialogue’. This fact clearly showed what object the U.S. is seeking through 
the India - Pacific Economic Framework. 


The U.S. is also resorting to rampant interference in the internal affairs of 
developing countries while attaching all sorts of political strings to the unctuous 
signboard of financial aid’. As a result, the economic damage to the region is 
growing and some countries fail to find a way for independent development, driven 
into constant chaos. 


In the long run, the economic war being waged by the U.S. against independent 
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sovereign states has made the regional economy a political scapegoat, with the 
result that a stable supply network has not yet been built and the process of 
integration of the Asia - Pacific economic and trade cooperation seriously damaged. 


It is the ‘biggest gift' the U.S. Indo - Pacific strategy brought to the region that the 
U.S. bound regional countries to the structure of inter - camp confrontation and 
caused security uneasiness and economic confusion. 


It is by no means fortuitous that international media and experts claim that no 
matter how ostentatiously the U.S. wraps the strategy, it is to serve the interests of 
the U.S. from A to Z and it brought unprecedented confusion and instability to the 
Asia - Pacific region. 


The U.S. is talking about its 'devoted efforts' and threats' from the anti - U.S. and 
independent states in the region to sustain its declining hegemonic position and the 
old international order. However, it can never cover up the aggressive nature 
pervading the Indo - Pacific strategy. 


The countries in the Asia - Pacific region should keep strict vigilance over the U.S. 
moves to turn the region into a checkerboard for geopolitical gambling for the sake 
of the establishment of uni - polar hegemony and its own interests and should 


categorically reject them. 
( Pyongyang, February 18, Juche 113 
Korean Central News Agency ) 


Respected Comrade Kim Jong Un, 


Guides Test - fire of Surface - to - sea Missile Padasuri - 6 
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Kim Jong Un, general secretary of the Workers' Party of Korea ( WPK ) and 
president of the State Affairs of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, guided 
the evaluation test - fire of new - type surface - to - sea missile Padasuri - 6 to be 
equipped by the navy on the morning of February 14. 


The respected Comrade Kim Jong Un was accompanied by Pak Jong Chon and Jo 
Chun Ryong, secretaries of the C.C., the WPK, Kim Jong Sik, vice department 
director of the C.C., the WPK, Army General Jang Chang Ha, general director of the 
DPRK Missile Administration, Admiral Kim Myong Sik, commander of the Navy of 
the Korean People's Army, Vice - Admiral Pak Kwang Sop, commander of the East 
Sea Fleet of the Navy, Vice - Admiral Pang Song Hwan, commander of the West Sea 
Fleet of the Navy, Rear Admiral Kim Yong Son, vice commander of the Navy, and 
directors of missile departments of the east and the west sea fleet commands. 


The missiles flew over the East Sea for more than 1 400 seconds to hit the target 
boat. 


Kim Jong Un expressed great satisfaction over the results of the test - fire and 
made an important conclusion on the plan of reorganizing the combat formation of 
the coastal missile battalions of the east and the west sea fleets. 


He set forth the ways for reliably defending the maritime border by deploying 
surface - to-sea missile forces in the forward area and strengthening them to the 
maximum and thoroughly containing and frustrating the adventurous attempt of 
the enemy navy. 


Recalling the fact that the ROK puppets let various kinds of battleships intrude 
into the waters of the DPRK to seriously encroach upon its sovereignty under the 
pretext of control of fishing boats and ships of a third country and maritime patrol 
while making desperate efforts to preserve the ‘northern limit line a ghost one 
without any ground in the light of international law or legal justification, he 
stressed the need for the DPRK to thoroughly defend the maritime sovereignty by 
force of arms and actions, not by any rhetoric, statement and public notice. 


He gave important instructions to bolster up military preparedness particularly in 
the border waters north of Yonphyong Island and Paekryong Island frequently 
invaded by the enemies' warships including destroyers, escort ships and 
speedboats. 
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He said that it is not important how many lines exist in the West Sea of Korea and 
there is no need to thrash out the rights and wrongs. What is clear is that when the 
enemy intrudes into the maritime border recognized by us, we will regard it as an 
encroachment upon the sovereignty of the DPRK and an armed provocation against 
it, he affirmed. 
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Steadfast is the stand and will of the KPA to firmly defend the state sovereignty 
and security with its legitimate and rightful exercise of the right to self-defence by 
dint of strong military muscle, he said, setting forth military tasks for reliably 
defending the coastline and the maritime border of the country. 


( Pyongyang, February 18, Juche 113 
Korean Central News Agency ) 


Respected Comrade Kim Jong Un, 
Inspects Major Munitions Factory 


Kim Jong Un, general secretary of the Workers' Party of Korea ( WPK ) and 
president of the State Affairs of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, gave field 
guidance to a major munitions factory. 


He was accompanied by Pak Jong Chon and Jo Chun Ryong, secretaries of the 
Central Committee of the WPK. 


The respected Comrade Kim Jong Un was greeted by Ko Pyong Hyon, chairman of 
the Second Economy Commission, and leading officials of the factory on the spot. 


Going round various places of the factory, Kim Jong Un learned in detail about the 
modernization of production processes and the current production. 
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Officials and workers of the factory have turned out in the drive to carry out the 
important instructions given by Kim Jong Un during his field guidance to the 
factory in August last year and the resolutions set forth at the 9th Plenary Meeting 
of the 8th Central Committee of the WPK. They have successfully completed the 
remodeling of the factory buildings, carried out the modernization of production 
processes at a high level and conducted a dynamic drive for increased production in 
munitions production by giving full play to their creative ability and potentials. 
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Kim Jong Un highly praised the factory for having undergone a radical change in 
its appearance as befitting a core and vanguard factory in the field of munitions 
industry, radically improved the modernization level of production processes and 
steadily accelerated the work for increasing production capacity. 


He once again stressed the important duty of the factory in bolstering up the 
armed forces of the DPRK and set forth the important tasks for improving the 
quality of munitions and decisively increasing production as required by the 
prevailing situation and the developing revolution. 


The key to the increased production lies in giving full play to the mental power of 
the workers in the munitions industry, the producers, he said, stressing that the 
factory should vigorously conduct the political work so that they are better aware of 
the Party's policy on bolstering up the defence capability and the requirements of 
-the situation than others and effect a surge in production by dint of ardent- 
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patriotism, thoroughgoing viewpoint on the archenemy and will toward the enemy, 
and should scrupulously organize and command production and thus make a 
radical innovation in munitions production. 


He indicated the issue for the factory and other major core factories to constantly 
push ahead with the modernization and the work for steadily expanding production 
capacity as required by the developing era of ultra - modern defence science and 
technology and the orientation for the Second Economy Commission to start an 
important new plan. 


All the officials, workers and technicians of the factory made a firm pledge to carry 
out without fail the tasks set forth by the Party Central Committee by waging a 
dynamic drive for increased production and creation with absolute loyalty and the 
spirit of death - defying implementation, bearing in mind the great trust and 
expectation of Kim Jong Un who put their factory in the front rank of the munitions 
industry in the sacred struggle for bolstering up the national defence capability. 


( Pyongyang, February 15, Juche 113 
Korean Central News Agency ) 
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Press Statement of Vice Department Director, 
of Central Committee of the Workers' Party of Korea, 
Comrade Kim Yo Jong 


Kim Yo Jong, vice department director of the Central Committee of the Workers' 
Party of Korea, issued the following press statement on February 15: 


Japanese Prime Minister Kishida, 
reportedly said at a recent meeting of the Budget Committee, 
of the House of Representatives that he badly feels the need to boldly change, 
the present situation prevailing between Japan and the DPRK. 


He also underlined the need to actively establish relations, 
with the President of the State Affairs, 
of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea ( DPRK ), 
adding that he is now making sustained efforts to do so through different channels. 


I also take note of the fact that Japanese media commented, 
with regard to Prime Minister Kishida's remarks, 
that the stand on the DPRK - Japan relations, 
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expressed by him was different from the previous one. 


I think there would be no reason, 
not to appreciate his recent speech as a positive one, 
if it was prompted by his real intention to boldly free himself, 
from the past fetters and promote the DPRK - Japan relations. 


It is the fact recognized by everyone that the relations, 
between the two countries have deteriorated for decades, 
since Japan has persistently raised as a precondition the abduction issue, 
which had already been settled, 
or the settlement of nuclear and missile issues, 
which have nothing to do with the repair of the DPRK - Japan relations. 


It is my opinion that if Japan makes a political decision, 
to open up a new way of mending the relations, 
through its courteous behavior and trustworthy action, 
on the basis of courageously breaking with anachronistic hostility, 
and unattainable desire and recognizing each other, 
the two countries can open up a new future together. 


Only a politician, 
who has sagacity and strategic insight for looking far into the future, 
instead of sticking to the past, 
and the will and executive power to make a political decision, 
can take an opportunity and change history. 


If Japan drops its bad habit of unreasonably pulling up the DPRK, 
over its legitimate right to self - defence and does not lay such a stumbling block, 
as the already settled abduction issue in the future way, 
for mending the bilateral relations, 
there will be no reason for the two countries not to become close, 
and the day of the prime minister's Pyongyang visit might come. 


I think our state leadership still has no idea, 
of repairing the DPRK - Japan relations and has no interest in contact. 


It is necessary to watch the ulterior intention of Prime Minister Kishida in the future. 
This ts just my personal view only, 


and I am not in the position to officially comment on the relations,, 
between the DPRK and Japan. 


( Pyongyang, February 15, Juche 113 
Korean Central News Agency ) 


Banquet Given to Celebrate, 


A banquet was given on February 8 on the occasion of the 76th founding 
anniversary of the heroic Korean People's Army ( KPA ). 


Kim Jong Un, general secretary of the Workers' Party of Korea and president of the 
State Affairs of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, was present at the 
banquet. 


Present there on invitation were commanding officers of the Ministry of National 
Defence, commanders of the large combined units and other generals of the KPA. 


The hall of the banquet was filled with boundless gratitude to the great father who 
always keeps the service personnel in his mind and shows all sorts of love for and 
trust for them and glorifies the honor of the army at the highest peak. 


When Kim Jong Un appeared at the hall together with his respected daughter, all 
the generals of the army broke into enthusiastic cheers, paying the highest tribute 
to Kim Jong Un, peerlessly brilliant commander who has developed the People's 
Army into an invincible revolutionary army which has recorded proud victory and 
performed only brilliant feats in the 70 - odd long militant journey. 


Jo Yong Won, Ri Il Hwan, Pak Jong Chon, Jo Chun Ryong, Jon Hyon Chol and 
Pak Thae Song, secretaries of the C.C., WPK, and other cadres of the Party Central 
Committee attended the significant banquet. 


An art performance was given before the banquet. 
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Listening to the songs of the revolutionary army showing the unusual pride, honor 
and the militant spirit of the most righteous and powerful KPA, which has held the 
peerlessly brilliant commander in high esteem as its supreme commander and 
father, the generals of the army keenly felt again that the prestige and spirit of our 
army are fully displayed to the whole world under the outstanding leadership 
of Kim Jong Un. 


Pak Jong Chon made a speech at the banquet. 


He warmly congratulated the generals on significantly spending the Day of Army 
Founding in boundless glory in presence of the respected Comrade Kim Jong 
Un who visited the building of the Ministry of National Defence and warmly 
congratulated the service personnel of the entire army with high appreciation and 
encouragement on the significant birthday of the army. 


Only when the army regards the immutable truth of history that an army which 
absolutely obeys the orders and instructions of the Party can win as the 
fundamental lifeline for army building and the first moral obligation of army 
existence, can it be always faithful to the idea and spirit of army founding for the 
country and the people, he stressed. 


He expressed belief that all the commanding officers of the army would honorably 
defend the important mission and duty of the People's Army by keeping in mind the 
trust and privilege bestowed by the respected Comrade Kim Jong Un to them and 
displaying ability for correct and unconditional practice which does not deviate even 
0.001mm from intention of the Party Central Committee whenever they map out an 
operation plan and strategy and give a command. 


All the participants toasted the good health of Kim Jong Un who has built the 
strongest revolutionary armed forces in the world and led them to the ever- 
victorious path and vigorous development and immortal feats of the heroic KPA 
shouldering the destiny and future of our state and people. 


The banquet hall was warmly filled with the time of significant emotion and joy 
when the world of special affection and obligation between the great brilliant 
commander and his soldiers was recorded again in the history of the Korean 


People's Army. 
( Pyongyang, February 9, Juche 113 
Korean Central News Agency ) 


Respected Comrade Kim Jong Un, 
Pays Congratulatory Visit to Ministry of National Defence, 


on Day of Army Founding 


The DPRK significantly celebrates the founding anniversary of the heroic Korean 
People's Army ( KPA ) which has glorified its noble name as the staunch defender of 
the cause of the Workers' Party of Korea ( WPK ) and genuine people's army for over 
70 years, defending the lifeline of Juche revolution which won victory after victory 
under the leadership of the great Party and firmly supporting the invincibility and 
mightiness of our state. 


Kim Jong Un, general secretary of the Workers' Party of Korea and president of the 
State Affairs of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, paid a congratulatory 
visit to the DPRK Ministry of National Defence on the occasion of the 76th founding 
anniversary of the KPA. 


He was accompanied by his respected daughter. 
He was also accompanied by secretaries of the Central Committee of the WPK. 


The hearts of the service personnel were full of great excitement, joy, boundless 
glory and happiness upon having the honor to meet the great father for whom they 
longed in the days of loyal and honorable service in the army on their significant 
founding anniversary. 


The respected Comrade Kim Jong Un arrived at the Ministry of National Defence 
Thursday afternoon. 
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The service personnel of the People's Army raised stormy cheers, looking up to Kim 
Jong Un, the symbol of mightiness and heroism of Juche Korea and the 
representative of the great dignity and brilliant honor, who has put the prestige of 
our great state on the highest stage in the century and ushered in a new era full of 
unprecedented miracles and great changes in which the people's ideal is fully 
realized, with his far - sighted strategy, steel - strong courage and pluck and tireless 
efforts and devotion. 


A ceremony of greeting Kim Jong Un, supreme commander of the armed forces of 
the Republic, took place. 


After receiving a salute from the head of the guard of honor of the KPA, he 
reviewed the guard of honor and the glorious colors of the three services. 


He was presented with fragrant bouquets by KPA officers. 
Major commanding officers of the KPA including Kang Sun Nam, Jong Kyong 


Thaek and Ri Yong Gil and the commanders of the large combined units greeted 
him in the humblest reverence. 


There took place a march-past of the guard of honor of the KPA. 


Kim Jong Un had a photo taken with the KPA generals to be recorded in the army 
- building history. 


The commanding officers of the army paid the highest tribute to the great brilliant 
commander who has developed the KPA into the powerful and matchless 
-revolutionary armed forces and the patriotic vanguard which reliably guarantee the 
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defence of the sovereignty and enhancement of the prestige of the country and has 
put them forward to be the vanguard of the times with his outstanding army- 
building idea and energetic leadership. 


Kim Jong Un made a significant speech in congratulation of the heroic KPA 
officers and men on the Day of Army Founding. 
Paying his noble respects to the heroic development of the KPA which has led the 
great turn in building a prosperous country with a powerful army while firmly 
defending the security and interests of the country and people and the idea and 
cause of the Party, always loyal to the sacred mission entrusted by the times and 
history for 76 years after its foundation, he extended warm congratulations of the 
army building day to the service personnel of the entire army on behalf of the Party 
Central Committee, the government of the Republic and all people across the 
country. 


The history of the struggle of our army has recorded the truth that only the state 
and people advancing by putting up an army in the van of the revolution can 
achieve unwavering and steady development and prosperity despite any challenges 
and crisis, he said, highly praising the great feats of the revolutionary armed forces 
firmly defending the sacred sovereignty of the country and the honor of the people 
with their steadfast revolutionary faith, transparent patriotic spirit, matchless 
heroism and mettle and devoted service. 


He declared that the WPK, which has an absolute mission before the country and 
people, would bring earlier the rosy future of the DPRK, always relying on the 
bravery and loyalty of the revolutionary armed forces in the future, too, and 
ardently called upon the service personnel of the entire army to strive for the eternal 
prosperity of the country and the well-being of the people with one mind, full of 
confidence in and optimism about the great new victory. 
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The participants were deeply moved by his passionate speech full of ardent 
feelings and trust in the service personnel of the People's Army who regard loyalty 
to the Party, government and people as their foremost lifeblood and supreme honor, 
devotedly defend the lineage of the Juche revolution and the idea and cause of the 
WPK and reliably guarantee the existence and development of the DPRK and 
happiness of the people. 


When Kim Jong Un finished his speech, stormy cheers of ‘hurrah!' resounded in 
the sky of February. 


All the participants loudly shouted the slogans of 'Kim Jong Un' and 'Devotedly 
defence’, full of ardent enthusiasm to share the idea, intention and destiny with the 
Party Central Committee forever and to fully display the might and mettle of the 
powerful revolutionary army for eternal peace on this land and prosperity and 
happiness of posterity, cherishing the trust of the great brilliant commander as the 
greatest honor. 


Kim Jong Un's congratulatory visit to the Ministry of National Defence which was 
made on the Day of Army Founding shining as the pride of the Party, state and 
people, will be brilliantly recorded in the history as an occasion in which the 
invincible heroic KPA, which is great in its foundation and succession, gives full 
play to its prestige in the grandiose course of building a dignified and prosperous 
socialist power and redoubles its noble mission and efforts to lead a new era of the 
Juche revolution under the leadership of the Party Central Committee. 


( Pyongyang, February 9, Juche 113 
Korean Central News Agency ) 
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Respected Comrade Kim Jong Un, 
Gives Field Guidance to Regional - industry Factories, 
in Kimhwa County 


Kim Jong Un, general secretary of the Workers' Party of Korea ( WPK ) and 
president of the State Affairs of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, gave field 
guidance to the regional - industry factories in Kimhwa County on February 7. 


Accompanying him were Jo Yong Won, Ri Il Hwan, Pak Jong Chon, Kim Yong Su, 
Kim Yo Jong and Kim Hwa Song, senior officials of the WPK Central Committee. 


Kim Jong Un was greeted on the spot by Kim Myong Chol, chief secretary of the 
Kimhwa County Committee of Kangwon Province of the Workers' Party of Korea, 
and leading officials of the relevant factories. 


He said that he came out to the spot to learn once again about the modernization 
and management of the regional-industry factories in Kimhwa County and their 
architectural styles which were built on a trial basis to confirm the detailed 
orientation of the construction of regional - industry factories to be newly built on a 
full scale in different parts of the country from this year, the first year of the 
promotion of the Regional Development 20 x 10 Policy. 


He went round the foodstuff and daily necessities factories and paper mill to learn 
in detail about the situation. 


Looking round the factories, he said that it is good that the regional - industry 
factories in Kimhwa County which were built on a modern basis are well managed- 
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and they are making a tangible contribution to leveling up the standard of material 
living of the people in the county by improving the quality of products. But there are 
some problems to be settled, he added. 


He noted that each factory has shortcomings in the design and layout of the 
production process but officials in charge of economic guidance have neither found 
them properly nor taken any measures as they have not a clear and established 
view of the shortcomings. He said that to mechanically copy the regional - industry 
factories in Kimhwa County in executing the Regional Development 20 x 10 Policy 
under this situation shows their wrong attitude and preliminary arrangements in 
accepting the Party's policy. 


Noting that considerable mistakes are revealed in the architectural designs of 
regional - industry factories including the foodstuff factory as they are not rational 
from a practical point of view in conformity with the characteristics and use of the 
factories, he gave detailed instructions on the design of industrial buildings. 


As was emphasized at the meeting of the Political Bureau of the Party Central 
Committee, it is important to take into full account the building of raw material 
bases, their conditions and possibility of supply before starting the construction of 
regional - industry factories and make a proper economic calculation, he stressed 
once again. And he clarified in detail the issues to be reconsidered, reexamined and 
decided by relevant sectors in implementing the Regional Development 20x10 
Policy. 


Saying that it is an urgent task and a political issue, which defines the character of 
the revolution, arising in ensuring the material life of the regional people at present 
to build regional - industry factories in a modern way and revitalize production, he 
set forth the principled requirements and important tasks to be observed in 
building regional - industry factories. 


Reminding the officials of the resolutions of the Party Central Committee to set the 
architectural style and the level of modernization of the regional - industry factories 
to be built from this year higher than those in Kimhwa County, he stressed the 
need to steadily introduce new things with an innovative and creative attitude and 
display a sense of responsibility while overcoming shortcomings in implementing 
the new regional development policy, not mechanically following and imitating the 
experience gained in modernizing the regional - industry factories in Kimhwa 
County. 


He said that the specific conditions of the relevant cities and counties including 
the detailed characteristics, economic potential, prospect for development and 
population should be fully taken into consideration and the size, production 
capacity and construction site of regional - industry factories should be set up 
under scientific calculation and, on this basis, the design of industrial buildings 
should be improved from a practical viewpoint and the construction should be 
carried on under a thought - out plan. 
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After going round the regional - industry factories in Kimhwa County, he clarified 
important tasks including the issue of putting sustained efforts into improving 
quality by building product analysis rooms as required by regulations and 
establishing a proper product inspection system, the issue of raising the level of 
technicians and skilled workers, the issue of building up solid raw material bases 
and supplying raw materials needed for production in a responsible manner and 
the principled issue in using funds allotted for the construction of city and county 
regional - industry factories. 


He also indicated the tasks to be fulfilled in the management of regional - industry 
factories in Kimhwa County. 


He said that we should surely open up a new era in which local areas change as a 
reality with correct execution of the Regional Development 20 x 10 Policy this year 
without fail so as to make a breakthrough in the long - term goal of ten years and 
fully demonstrate the advantages of the Korean - style socialist system, the validity 
of the Party's policies and the inexhaustible potentiality of the development of the 
state. 


He ardently called on all the leading officials, commanding officers and soldier- 
builders to turn out in the struggle to realize the long - cherished desire of the Party 
and bring about a great change in the regional development without fail. 


( Pyongyang, February 8, Juche 113 
Korean Central News Agency ) 


Secret of Invincibility of the Korean People’s Army 


The Korean People’s Army has achieved only victory throughout its 70 - odd - 
year history of confrontation with the US forces. This is a mystery for many people 
who regard the latter as the ‘strongest army' in the world. 


Then what is the secret to this mystery? 
One of the answers is the war doctrine unique to the KPA. 


Many military experts of the world have developed their theories for winning 
victory in war, most of which are centred on military equipment. Such well - known 
theories as fleet - centred theory’, tank - centred theory’, plane - supremacy theory 
and theory of all - powerful nuclear weaponry’ were all oriented to proving that 
modern military equipment is the decisive key to victory in war. But reality tells 
otherwise. 


1 


The KPA, from the initial days of its founding ( February 8, 1948 ), has attached 
importance to the political and ideological preparedness of its soldiers and paid 
primary efforts to making all its service personnel have a firm ideological resolve to 
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fight to the death for the freedom and independence of the country and the safety of 
the people. And their political and ideological superiority served as a fundamental 
source of the unparalleled bravery and mass heroism they displayed in the Korean 
war ( 1950 - 1953 ) ignited by the United States. 


When the KPA was founded, its combat equipment was far inferior to that of the 
allied forces of the United States and other imperialist countries. Rifles and heavy 
machine guns mounted on wagons can be said to be all the KPA had at the time. Its 
Navy, when founded on August 28, 1949, had only small ships including a few 
torpedo boats. 


However, their political, moral and ideological superiority overpowered the 
numerical and technical superiority of the aggressors. 


A clear proof of this was the battle in the sea off Jumunjin on the East Sea of 
Korea which a group of four 17 - ton torpedo boats of the navy of the KPA fought on 
July 2, 1950 against a US Navy group composed of the 17 300 - ton heavy cruiser 
Baltimore, dubbed a floating island, a 14 000 - ton light cruiser and a 3 500 - ton 
destroyer. 


The battle was out of the question by the existing military criteria. But the KPA 
navy won the battle by sinking the heavy cruiser and destroying the light cruiser. 


Another example was the battle on Height 1211. Whereas the KPA soldiers, though 
armed poorly, fought death - defyingly with a determination to defend every inch of 
their motherland, the well - equipped soldiers of the United States and its vassal 
countries cared more about their lives than the battles. 


The whole course of the Korean war clearly showed that the political and 
ideological superiority of soldiers can create a military miracle. 


The KPA continued to channel efforts into consolidating its political and ideological 
superiority after the war, the result of which was fully displayed in the post - war 
confrontations with the United States. Typical examples were the KPA’s capture of 
the US armed spy ship Pueblo, shooting down of the US reconnaissance plane 
EC - 121 and the Panmunjom Incident. The latter half of the 1990s and the years 
that followed were the most arduous period for the DPRK. And this period was 
characterized by the United States resorting to military intervention and invasion in 
various parts of the world. But it did not dare to ignite a war against the DPRK 
because it was firmly guarded by the KPA. 


The KPA’s politico - ideological superiority was not merely an outcome of its 
soldiers’ resolve to defend the security of their country and people. Absolute loyalty 
to their Supreme Commander, unshakeable faith in socialism, boundless love for 
their country and people and revolutionary comradeship are the ideological and 
Spiritual mainstay of the KPA soldiers whose core is absolute loyalty to their 
Supreme Commander, that is, absolute obedience to his orders. But this has 
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nothing to do with mechanical obedience under military command system. The 
Supreme Commander and his men are linked in kinship - like ties, and this is the 
basis of the inexhaustible strength of the KPA. The world has witnessed on many 
occasions how strong is the spiritual might of the KPA soldiers based on this special 
relations. 


The military hardware of the KPA is now on the world’s level. As Igori Kortchenko, 
editor - in - chief of the Russian magazine Bezopasnosty Oborony, estimated as a 
military expert, the DPRK has achieved the status of a main military power in terms 
of missiles and nuclear weapons. Russian Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu said that 
the KPA is now the world’s strongest army. But it is the invariable stance of the KPA 
that war is a confrontation of ideas, ideals and moralities, not merely that of 
technologies and equipment. 


On August 27, 2023, Kim Jong Un, Supreme Commander of the armed forces of 
the DPRK, paid a congratulatory visit to the Navy Command to mark the Day of the 
Navy and made a meaningful speech congratulating all the service personnel of the 
Navy. 


In the speech he said: If our Navy is to fulfil its mission, its military technical 
growth should be accompanied and prioritized; as the history has proved that a war 
is a political and ideological showdown, what is still the most important thing before 
this is to firmly maintain the political, moral and ideological superiority of our army 
and further promote it. He added that what is actually necessary in battlefields is 
not the numerical and technical superiority of weaponry but the overwhelming 
ideological and spiritual might of the soldiers who handle them, and that this is the 
revolutionary philosophy and war doctrine unique to the heroic KPA. 


( Korean Publication Exchange Association ) 


SOUTH KOREA NEWS 


The Reality of so - called 'Freedom' in south Korea 


Liberals think that fascist south Korea is some kind of human rights' paradise 
and praise to the skies. In reality it is a capitalist hellhole where anyone who 
supports People's Korea is jailed for 12 years ! 


Recently the ‘Korea Times' an official organ of the south Korean puppet regime 
reported as follows: 


'A regional court on Friday sentenced three activists 
to 12 years in prison on charges of organizing an anti - state group 
and collecting state intelligence at the orders of a North Korean agent. 


The three activists, including a 50 - year - old man surnamed Sohn, 
were indicted on charges of establishing an anti - state organization, 
named ’Self - reliant Unification North Chungcheong Brethren Society’, 
under the instruction of a North Korean spy in 2017. 


They are also charged with collecting state intelligence 
and information on national security over a four - year period ... 


The accused allegedly shared dozens of instructions and reports 
with the North Korean spy in codified file formats 
and attempted to win over politicians 
and civic activists in areas around North Chungcheong Province. 


The Cheongju District Court on Friday sentenced the three to 12 years behind bars 
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and took them into custody at the courtroom right after the sentencing’ 


Thus, anyone who supports People’s Korea in south Korea can be expected to be 
framed up by the fascist south Korean puppet authorities and sentenced jailed for 


12 years. South Korea is not a free society’ ! 
( Dr Dermot Hudson, Deputy Editor / Reviewer 'PKT', 
General Chairman KFA UK ) 


The Ugly Truth about 'north Korean defectors’ 
racket in south Korea 


South Korea jails former hero pastor for sexually 
abusing North Korean teenage defectors 


Story by By Yoonjung Seo and Jessie Yeung, CNN * 1d 


å South Korean pastor once hailed as a hero for helping North Korean defectors 
escape to safety has been jailed for sexually abusing minors. 


Chun Ki-won was sentenced to five years in prison last week for abusing six teenage 
victims between 2016 and 2023, all of whom are either North Korean refugees or children 


of refugees, according to the Seoul Central District Court. 


Recently in south Korea, a south Korean pastor, Chun Ki Won, who had been 
involved in the Durihana' organisation which is an anti - DPRK conspiratorial body 
in south Korea, was jailed for 5 years for crimes of sexual abuse of teenagers. Yun 
had been active in luring people from the DPRK to 'defect' from their socialist Juche 
motherland to south Korea. 


The crimes occurred over a 7 - year period from 2016 to 2023. The Seoul central 
district court in sentencing Chun said; 


'The nature of the crime was bad considering 
the circumstances, method, content, period, and number of crimes' 


The judge said, according to the court. The judge added that Chun had molested 
the teenagers while: 


'... in a position where he has absolute influence 
over the victims as a school principal.' 


Chun’s crime appears to have had a negative impact on the victims’ formation of 
sound sexual values, and the victims also wanted him punished. 
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The case of Chun shows the ugly truth about the so - called ‘liberal human rights' 
paradise of south Korea and the racket of luring defectors to south Korea. Those 
who 'defect'to south Korea will face sexual abuse, prostitution and poverty etc. 


( Dr Dermot Hudson, Deputy Editor / Reviewer 'PKT', 
General Chairman KFA UK ) 


Puppet ROK Is at Stake: KCNA Commentary 


The military gangsters of the puppet Republic of Korea ( ROK ) are running amok 
more franticly in warlike acts. 


Since the outset of the year, they have staged joint maritime drills and joint air 
drills with involvement of U.S. strategic assets, including nuclear carrier Carl 
Vinson and nuclear strategic bomber B - 1B, and Japan's Aegis destroyers and 
fighter jets, causing concerns of the international community. Besides, the puppet 
military rogues have performed uncountable anti - DPRK war drills by themselves. 


While, on the heels of Yoon Suk Yeol, the top brass of the puppet military vied with 
each other in parroting such damned words as immediately, resolutely and to the 
end' and 'retaliatory punishment’ during their visit to frontline units to fuel 
confrontation hysteria, the war maniacs intensively conducted 'New Year shelling 
drill, artillery fire and motorized troops' maneuvers, maritime firing and tactical 
maneuvers along the southern boundary line of the DPRK in the first week of 
January alone. 


The 32nd infantry division of the puppet army staged a missile strike drill in the 
west coast and a sudden landing drill in the coastal area by involving thousands of 
troops and more than 160 pieces of lethal war equipment on Jan. 15 - 19. 


To coincide with the start of a provocative ‘coldest period drill by the 55th division 
of the puppet army on Jan. 22, its 7th engineering brigade and metropolitan 
motorized infantry division staged a winter river - crossing drill and the 1st division 
of the puppet marines conducted a so - called combined anti - infiltration drill in a 
row. 


In addition, the rascals of the 17th division of the puppet army staged a ‘combat 
firing drill aimed to ‘neutralize’ the frontline units of the DPRK and ‘advance’ 
towards its rear. And they maximized war hysteria by using even high - powered 
bombs, set to be used in the event of war, trumpeting about ‘improved retaliatory 
capacities’ on Jan. 31. 


Against this backdrop, the puppet defense minister didn't hesitate to utter such 
worst nonsense as ‘end of regime' and ‘removal of enemy leadership" just after it was 
made known to the public that three U.S. aircraft carriers were deployed around the 
Korean peninsula at the same time. 
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It is clear even to a mere child that such vile words serve as a declaration of war 
and trigger off a physical clash in the light of two hostile countries at war. 


We have already warned that the principle of immediately, resolutely and to the 
end’, talked big by the puppet war maniacs, would end up in ‘perishing, forced death 
and termination’. 


The enemies would be well advised to be mindful that their invectives against the 
dignified DPRK and their war drills whose scales are hitting an all - time high have 
dangerousness that may bring total ruin to the puppet ROK at stake. 


( Pyongyang, February 5, Juche 113 
Korean Central News Agency ) 


77th Grand Candlelight March Held 


The 77th grand candlelight march was staged in Seoul on Feb. 17 to impeach the 
puppet traitor Yoon Suk Yeol for escalating the danger of a nuclear war through war 
drills in collusion with outsiders and for wrecking the people's life through the 
fascist dictatorial rule. 


Amid the chanting of ‘Only the impeachment of Yoon Suk Yeol is peace and a way 
out for the people!', Let us oust Yoon Suk Yeol by the efforts of the people!' and other 
slogans, the candlelight rally was held on the theme of Let us build the National 
Assembly for the impeachment of Yoon Suk Yeol through the great unity of the 
democratic forces!" 


Attending the rally were a large number of people from all walks of life from 
different areas. 


The participants in the rally let loose their anger towards the traitor Yoon Suk 
Yeol, a war maniac, fascist dictator and chief culprit in damaging the people's 
livelihood, holding placards that said, ‘Only the impeachment of Yoon Suk Yeol is 
public welfare and peace!', 'Conduct a special investigation into Kim Kon Hui and 
impeach Yoon Suk Yeol, etc. 


Read out was an appeal calling on all the people from all walks of life to turn out 
in the action to remove Yoon Suk Yeol from power as he fools and deceives the 
people and is bent on maintaining the dictatorial power. 


Meanwhile, mass organizations of the puppet ROK issued appeals one after 
another to call upon the people of all social standings to resolutely conduct 


candlelight actions for the impeachment of Yoon Suk Yeol through their great unity. 


The organizations said that the election of puppet national assemblymen for 
judging Yoon was nearing and that the two - year tenure of office by Yoon Suk Yeol- 
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should be thoroughly judged and he should be impeached through the forthcoming 
election. 


The organizations said that the public have already impeached Yoon and that it is 
just him who damaged peace and the people's livelihood. And they called for 
preventing the arbitrary practices of the prosecution dictatorial force and realizing 
peace and democracy desired by the public sentiment by concentrating all efforts on 


the impeachment of Yoon. 
( Pyongyang, February 20, Juche 113 
Korean Central News Agency ) 


LIFE AND CULTURE th PEOPLES KOREA 


Koryo Celadon Porcelains 


Koryo celadon porcelains, called the treasure of the world, are a source of pride 
for the Korean nation. It is widely recognized as an outstanding creation in the 
world history of ceramics. 


Korea has a long history of ceramics. 


In particular, the period of Koryo ( 918 - 1392 ) witnessed rapid advances in 
ceramic workmanship. 


Koryo ceramics, which contemporary craftsmen created by inheriting and 
developing their ancestors' skills, were noted for their beautiful shapes, graceful 
colors and diverse patterns. 


They can be divided mainly into celadon porcelains, white porcelains and black 
porcelains according to their background colors, and into embossed porcelains, 
concave porcelains, openwork porcelains and inlaid porcelains according to 
decoration skills. 


The most outstanding of these ceramics is celadon porcelains, the ones with inlaid 
designs being the height of ceramic workmanship. 


Koryo celadon porcelains show a mixture of clear, sharp and soft tints. 


Their color was often considered to be reminderful of the sapphire sky of autumn, 
blue sky after rain, or blue stream in the mountains. 
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Also, for being so clean and glossy, it was sometimes compared to the celadon 
color of jade. Hence the name, in all probability. 


A gourd-shaped kettle with the carved patterns of celadon flowers and vines, as well as its support 


These porcelains, also known as Koryo jade - green ceramics or Koryo celadon, 
were in vogue during the whole period of Koryo, leaving an excellent tradition to be 
handed down generation after generation. 


Depending on how they are decorated, they are divided into pure celadon 
porcelains, carved celadon porcelains and inlaid celadon porcelains. 


The celadon color on the background of inlaid celadon porcelains matches well 
with the carved patterns and the materials of different colors which have been used 
to fill them in. 


A notable aspect of these celadon porcelains is their shapes mirroring the nation's 
sentiment, aesthetic feelings, tastes and customs. 


The porcelains look flexible and vivid, since most of the lines forming their shapes 
are curved. 
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Their shapes are diverse and novel. 


In particular, the celadon porcelains inlaid with patterns of creatures look as if the 
creatures were real, and every one of its elements matches its practical structure 


A vase with the carved patterns of celadon lotus flowers and vines 


These porcelains show a delicate blend of colors - blue, green, bluish green and 
emerald green. 


Their decorative patterns have some characteristics in terms of their composition. 

These patterns are so delicately composed as to highlight the spaces between them 
and the contents of decoration, looking as if they were painted carefully to avoid 
damage to the beautiful color. 

Noted for their diverse skills and optimal principles of thermal engineering 


involved, Koryo celadon porcelains are treasured by the Korean nation and they 
occupy an undisputed position in the history of human culture. 
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A fish - shaped celadon kettle 


( Korean Publication Exchange Association ) 


71 


To Make Nice - Looking and Convenient School Things 


The Sonamu School Things Factory produces the 'Turumi ( Crane )' - trademarked 
school things. 


Neatly distributed in the factory are modern equipment provided under the care of 
the Workers' Party of Korea. 


The factory pushes ahead with the production while making an efficient use of the 
existing production foundation. 


It actively introduces into the production novel ideas conducive to raising the 
quality of products, lowering the cost and expanding the varieties and directs efforts 
to improving the technical knowledge and skills of its employees. 


The employees of the factory devote their sincerity to each of the school things 
from the standpoint that they are mothers before producers. They go out to schools 
to learn on a regular basis about what colours and shapes of school things the 
children like, and pool their creative wisdom and passion to make nice-looking and 
convenient school things including various types of rulers and crayons, scissors, 
pencil sharpeners and gel ink pens suited to the children's feelings. 


Those school things of different kinds produced by them serve as valuable 


companions implanting patriotism in the minds of the new generations growing to 
be masters of the future. 
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Rapid Development of Its Naval Force 


A submarine enlisted in launching drill and a strategic cruise missile launched underwater in March 2023 


The naval force of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea has achieved rapid 
development of its own style. | 


As is known, last March, the naval force of the Korean People’s Army conducted an 
„underwater launching drill of a submarine - launched strategic cruise missile in the 
East Sea of Korea and successfully conducted two tests of underwater strategic 
weapons, named nuclear unmanned underwater attack boat 'Haeil - 1', whose 
mission it is to destroy the enemy’s fleets and major operation harbours by means 
of super - powerful radioactive tsunami by moving secretly to the operation waters 
and setting off the warhead underwater. In September, there was a ceremony for 
launching the first tactical nuclear attack submarine named Hero Kim Kun Ok, one 
_of the core means of underwater attack. | 


On January 28, the naval force successfully conducted test - firing of newly $ 
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developed submarine - launched strategic cruise missile 'Pulhwasal - 3 - 31. 


It marked an occasion for displaying the rapid development of naval force of the 
Korean People’s Army. 


Ceremony for launching the first tactical nuclear attack submarine of the Navy of the KPA heldinSeptember 2023 
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Day of Shining Star in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea 


Trees bearing the slogans written by the anti - Japanese guerrillas 
in praise of Kim Jong Il as the Shining Star 


Every year the Korean people meaningfully celebrate February 16, the birthday 
of Kim Jong Il ( 1942 - 2011 ), eternal Chairman of the National Defence 
Commission of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, as the Day of the Shining 
Star. 


The Day of the Shining Star was designated in 2012, the year of the 7Oth 
anniversary of his birth. Kwangmyongsong ( Shining Star ) is Kim Jong II’s 
childhood nickname. 


During the period of the armed struggle to liberate the country from the Japanese 
military occupation ( 1905 - 1945 ), Kim Jong Il was born in the Paektusan Sacred 
Camp, a base of the armed struggle, on February 16, 1942. At that time the anti - 
Japanese guerillas stripped some trees of the bark in the forests and wrote on them 
such slogans as Heir to General Kim Il Sung was born on Mt Paektu; O Korea and 
compatriots, we inform you of the birth of the Shining Star of Paektu; and Bright is 
the future of Korea lit by the Shining Star of Paektu, a great blessing for Korea to be 
liberated. All the slogans were associated with their expectation and desire that Kim 
Jong Il would add glory to Korea in future by carrying forward the cause of 
President Kim Il Sung ( 1912 - 1994 ), the saviour and great sun of the Korean 
nation. 


True to their expectation and desire, Kim Jong Il grew up as the shining star. 


From his early days, he had a great ambition to add glory to Korea so that it would- 
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become a prosperous people’s country. With such an ambition, he performed 
exploits noteworthy in history while overseeing the overall affairs of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea, the state and the army true to the intention of President Kim II 
Sung. 


His distinguished leadership ability was displayed to the full in the arduous days 
when the country was undergoing grim trials in the end of the previous century. 


At that time the difficulties and trials facing the Korean people were beyond 
description - demise of President Kim Il Sung, collapse of socialism in the Eastern 
European countries, intensive isolate - and - stifle schemes by the US and its vassal 
forces aimed at exterminating socialism, natural calamities that hit the country for 
several consecutive years and the subsequent difficulties in the economy and severe 
shortage of food. 


At this juncture, Kim Jong Il braved all the difficulties under the uplifted banner of 
Songun. 


He strengthened the national defence capabilities to the maximum by inspecting 
the units of the Korean People’s Army one after another, and firmly consolidated the 
foundations of the independent national economy by visiting various sectors. 


In those days, the military and technical might of the KPA was strengthened 
remarkably, and it possessed a powerful war deterrent, smashing the schemes of 
the hostile forces to stifle the DPRK to pieces. Under his wise leadership, the DPRK 
overcame the trials in the economy and provided a springboard for building a 
thriving socialist country; the traditional single - hearted unity of the Korean people 
was raised to a higher level. 


Entering the new century, he energetically conducted external activities, visiting 
Russia and China several times. This dealt a serious blow to the imperialist forces’ 
high - handedness and arbitrariness, proving important occasions for putting the 
world political trend on the trajectory of independence. 


Thanks to his Songun - based leadership, the DPRK won one victory after another 
in the protracted confrontation with the hostile forces, and many countries, which 
had been hostile to the DPRK, established diplomatic relations with the country one 
after another. 


Kim Jong I's distinguished exploit is that he led his country not only to attain the 
status of a nuclear state but also to make and launch satellites. 


His career and exploits will shine forever in the hearts of the Korean people and 
the world progressive peoples along with the Day of the Shining Star. 


( Korean Publication Exchange Association ) 


Flocks of Deer in Mountains 


Deer roam here and there in the mountains of the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea. 


Mountains account for nearly 80 per cent of the country’s territory. 
Cattle, sheep, goats and other grazing animals are raised on an extensive scale for 
the improvement of people’s living standards. 


The flocks of deer add beauty to the country’s green landscape. 
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CLASSIC WORKS 
OF THE GREAT KOREAN LEADERS 


KIM IL SUNG 


With The Century" 
The Years of Trials" 
(May 1932 - February 1933 ) 
Chapier 6- 'The Years of Trials" 
part 39 
"The Last Image" 


One day when our unit was busy preparing for its expeditionary campaign my 
younger brother Choi Ju came to Xiaoshahe to see me. The news of the Anti-Japanese 
People’s Guerrilla Army’s raid on a puppet Manchukuo army convoy led by a 
Japanese noncommissioned officer at Xiaoyongziling had spread widely, going 
beyond the bounds of Antu and as far as Dunhua and Yanji, and everywhere our 
victory was the topic of conversation. The revolutionary organizations in Songjiang, 
Dadianzi and Liushuhezi went so far as to send people to Xiaoshahe to discover the 
truth about the Xiaoyongziling battle. 


At first I merely surmised that my brother had come on a similar errand and met him 
in a matter - of - fact way. But contrary to my expectation, he asked nothing about the 
Xiaoyongziling ambush. He spent the whole day in silence watching the footdrill of 
the guerrilla men and then making straw sandals in company with the men chosen 
for the expeditionary campaign in the room next to the headquarters. Straw sandals 
were one of the items stipulated by the headquarters as equipment for the campaign. 
I changed my mind and decided that my brother must have come to Xiaoshahe to 
help in the preparations for our campaign. At nearly suppertime, when I came back to 
the headquarters after meeting the head of the peasant organization in the village, 
Choi Ju told me he was going home. I told him he should have supper with me before 
going. But he refused and insisted on going. He looked as though he wanted to say 
something to me, but never did. Then he nervously studied my face with a somewhat 
curious expression. My sixth sense told me that my brother had not come to 
Xiaoshahe to help in the preparations for the expedition and that he had some cause 
to come to see me. If he had some cause, it must have been something which had 
happened to my mother or to himself. So I did not go inside the headquarters but 
walked with my brother as far as the entrance to the village to see him off, asking 
him point - blank: 


“Has something happened in Tuqidian?” 


By Tuqidian I meant my home. Somehow I was afraid to say “at home.” 


“No, nothing has happened,” he said, forcing a smile. A clever actor and irresistibly 
humorous, my brother could easily crack a smile to deceive me. But his smile then 
was doleful and his mouth became twisted at one corner. Avoiding my eyes, he 
stared over my shoulder at the distant sky. 


“If there is anything amiss, you should tell me directly. If you leave without telling 
me, I shall be anxious, shan’t IP Don't keep it to yourself. Come clean right away.” 


Choi Ju heaved a deep sigh before reluctantly opening his mouth: 


“It appears that mother’s illness has become critical. She hasn’t even eaten a 
spoonful of food for two days.” 


His words struck me like a bolt out of the blue. I felt faint inside on hearing that my 
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mother was not eating anything. I knew she had been ill for a long time. When we 
were living in Badaogou, I had scarcely seen her ill in bed. But after my father had 
passed away in Fusong and I had left for Jilin to go to secondary school, my mother 
would often be ill. Choi Ju would sometimes tell me of her infirmity in his letters. At 
first when I received such letters, I was afraid that she had contracted Shuitubing, a 
local disease. Many of the people in the Fusong area suffered from it. When someone 
caught it his hands became crooked, his finger joints grew thick and his throat gave 
him trouble, so that he was disabled. Moreover, it was said, he would die before 
reaching 30 years of age. This local disease was one of the reasons why, after my 
father’s death, O Tong Jin came to Fusong and advised my mother to move out to 
Jilin, so that our family should not be harmed. When I came home for the holidays I 
found my mother ill not from the disease but from fatigue. It upset me to think that her 
life of overworking, living in destitution, had at last come to tell upon her health. But I 
was relieved to learn that it was not the horrible Shuitu-bing. After coming to Antu she 
suffered from heartburn. In those days heartburn was called a “lump.” My mother 
would complain that she felt as if something big were pushing upwards in her chest. 
Looking back now, I think it might have been stomach cancer. The doctors diagnosed 
it as a “lump in the stomach,” but were unable to find a remedy. No medicines were 
effective. When she felt a movement in her chest, she would lie down in her bed and 
skip her meals or take a few spoonfuls of thin gruel for a meal. That was the only 
cure. My friends went to a lot of trouble to find a cure for my mother’s illness. All my 
friends who were engaged in the work of the Young Communist League would send 
medicines to her. When they came across an advertisement for a medicine in a 
newspaper and thought it might be good for my mother’s ailment, they bought it no 
matter how expensive it was and sent it to her by parcel post. Such postal packages 
came from Jilin, Shenyang, Harbin and Longjing. Traditional herb doctors in the Antu 
area, too, spared no efforts to treat my mother. The herb doctors in Dashahe treated 
her free of charge. 


From the bloodshot eyes and dismal expression of Choi Ju I guessed that my 
mother’s illness was in its last stage. When I asked if there was any grain in the 
house, he answered that it was almost all gone. The next day I bought a large mal of 
foxtail millet at Xiaoshahe with money my comrades had given me and set out for 
Tuqidian. I reckoned one mal of food grain would last the family of three ( mother, 
Choi Ju and Yong Ju ) for a month and that in that time we would have returned from 
south Manchuria. A large mal of grain was about 15 kilogrammes. For our family 
struggling along on gruel in those days 15 kilogrammes of grain was a great deal, 
enough for a feast. But that one mal of grain hardly satisfied me. The straps cut 
painfully into my shoulders, but I did not feel the weight of my load of grain. It 
seemed as light as a feather compared with the love my mother had shown for me. 


My father had once told me the story of Ri Rin Yong, the commander of the 
Honourable Righteous Force of the 13 Provinces. The story of this man’s appointment 
as the commander was dramatic and instructive. When the heads of the Righteous 
Volunteers units in the eastern regions called on Ri Rin Yong to ask him to lead their 
units, he was tending his sick old father who was near death. Declining their request, 
he said: Someone else can command the Righteous Volunteers, but I cannot see my 
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parents again once they have passed away. How can I leave my home and my old 
father when he is at death’s door? I do not want to be an undutiful son. But on the 
fourth day he accepted their request. The Righteous Volunteers hastened to rally 
under his command from all parts of the country. Their number reached 8,000. Some 
time later the units of Ho Wi and Ri Kang Nyon joined them, so that the strength of the 
Honourable Righteous Force swelled from 8,000 to 10,000. They were further 
reinforced by 3,000 troops of the old national army of the Ri dynasty anned with 
rifles. The heads of the Righteous Volunteers units from all regions of the country 
hailed Ri Rin Yong as the commander of the Honourable Righteous Force of the 13 
Provinces, and under his command they advanced to Seoul. The ultimate goal of the 
Righteous Volunteers was to storm into Seoul and crush the Japanese residency- 
general and abrogate the Protectorate Treaty. According to this plan of operations, the 
Righteous Volunteers units were closing in on Seoul when Ri Rin Yong received word 
that his father had passed away. He handed over the command to another man and 
went off to his home. His departure, along with the defeat of Ho Wi’s troops sent out 
as the advance force, demoralized the men and led sadly to the collapse of the whole 
army. 


When I was involved in the student movement in Jilin, I had an argument with 
members of the Ryugil Association of Korean Students on the subject of Ri Rin Yong’s 
decision to leave for home on hearing of his father’s death. Many of them accused him 
of being a spineless commander. They argued furiously that, because he, the 
commander of 10,000 volunteers, went home just because of his father’s death when 
he had before him the great task of leading his anny to Seoul, he could not be called a 
man and a patriot. But not everybody criticized Ri Rin Yong. Some expressed their 
approval of his act. They said it was right, proper and natural that a man should 
return home and go into mourning when his father died, and even praised him as a 
dutiful son. At the present time a dutiful son means a man who is both faithful to his 
country and devoted to his parents, but in those days he who was devoted only to his 
parents was considered a dutiful son. I refuted them by saying that Ri Rin Yong’s 
behaviour should not be taken as a model of genuine filial piety. I argued: 


“Only a man who loves both his country and his family can be called a truly dutiful 
son. If he merely thinks much of his family and shows little concern for the national 
calamity, how can such a man be called a dutiful son? Now it is high time we were 
correcting our Confucian sense of value on filial piety. If Ri Rin Yong had, after 
fulfilling his duty to the country and achieving his aim, visited his father’s grave and, 
pouring a cup of wine and burning incense, bowed before it, his name would have 
been honoured more by posterity.” 


This came as a great shock to the people who were steeped in the old way of 
thinking, their minds soaked in the feudal moral view and Confucian idea on filial 
piety. The members of the Ryugil Association of Korean Students, divided into two 
groups, argued hotly for and against what I had said. Although it is a simple and 
clear question beyond any dispute for the members of our League of Socialist Working 
Youth and Children’s Union today, it was quite a controversial problem that was 
difficult to decide between who was correct and who was not at the time. It took 


84 


decades and a bitter, dearly - bought experience for the entire people of the country to 
realize and come to believe firmly that loving both their country and their family was 
genuine filial piety. 


As I returned to my house in the Tuqidian valley carrying the food grain on my back, 
I recollected this episode about Ri Rin Yong. For some reason I was reflecting that the 
behaviour of the commander of the Honourable Righteous Force might have been 
right. It was strange that I should have discovered some justice in the conduct of a 
man we had all decried so vehemently as a spineless commander, that I should feel 
inward sympathy, and express some understanding for him. 


It ts difficult, even impossible, for a man to lose sight of his family on the ground that 
he is making the revolution. The revolution is for the benefit of man, so how could 
revolutionaries ignore their families and remain indifferent to the fate of their parents 
and wives and children? We have always regarded the welfare of our families and 
the destiny of our country as one and the same. When the country is in distress, 
families cannot remain in peace, and when the families are overshadowed by 
misfortunes, the country will also be afflicted. This is our theory. Because we were 
convinced of this we were able to take the step, unheard - of in the history of warfare, 
of sending a regiment behind enemy lines to rescue the family of a soldier. This was 
motivated by the sense of duty and moral obligation which only the communists of 
Korea could display. 


At first I, too, tried to be faithful to this moral duty. After shifting my theatre of 
activity to east Manchuria upon my release from prison, I often visited my house, 
taking medicines which I thought would be good for treating my sick mother, while 
moving about in the areas around Dunhua and Antu. But this offended my mother. As 
my visits became more frequent, my mother called me to her side one day and said in 
admonition: 


“If you are to make the revolution, you should devote yourself to the revolution, and 
if you are to keep house, then you should devote yourself to housekeeping. Choose 
one or the other. In my view you should devote yourself to the revolution without 
worrying about household affairs since Choi Ju is at home and we can make a living 
by ourselves.” 


After that my visits home became less frequent. After the founding of the Anti- 
Japanese People’s Guerrilla Army I seldom went home. I regret that now. Even though 
mother might have admonished me, I should have fulfilled my filial duty, I reflected in 
anguish. It was not an easy thing to be faithful to one’s family and to one’s country at 
the same time. 


As I approached Tuqidian, my pace became irresistibly faster. But my heart grew 
heavier with each moment. I felt distracted at the thought that I would be seeing my 
mother critically ill. In a pool reeds were swaying in the wind. The area had been 
called a reed field village because of its abundance of reeds. But since a few years 
before when Kim Pyong II's family at the lower end of the village started making 
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earthenware for sale, this sparsely populated out - of - the - way village had changed 
beyond recognition and acquired the name of Tuqidian ( earthen - ware shop ). The 
sight of the familiar straw - thatched house met my eyes. The untrimmed bush - 
clover fence was leaning to one side and the straw thatch was unkempt, so the house 
looked deserted. This was my home that had been untended by a male hand for 
years. No sooner had I pushed open the brushwood gate and entered the yard than 
the door of the house opened. 


“Mother!” I called, running up to my mother who sat leaning against the door post, 
smiling. 


“I thought the footsteps sounded familiar,” she said, beside herself with joy, as she 
fingered the straps of the grain sack I had put down on the earthen verandah. 


I had been afraid that she would scold me for coming home. But to my relief she 
said nothing to reprove me for coming. Mother and I exchanged compliments for a 
while. As we talked, I studied her complexion, her voice and her carriage, trying to 
discover the state of her health. Outwardly she had changed little from the previous 
winter, but she was much weaker than before. Her ample bosom had grown smaller, 
her neck was thinner and her hair at her temples was noticeably greyer. I could not 
help feeling sad at the thought that time had left its lamentable marks so early on my 
mother’s appearance. That night I talked with my mother until after midnight. Our 
conversation wandered on endlessly - what place had the Japanese army reached? 
What would be the guerrilla anny’s course of action in the future? How could we join 
hands with Mr. Ryang Se Bong? What was to be done at the guerrilla base? Mother 
kept leading our conversation to political topics. When mention was made of the 
family’s livelihood or her health condition, she would hastily close the subject and 
shift the conversation to other topics. When I noticed how my mother tried to conceal 
the state of her health from me, I decided that her illness must be serious. My 
intuition told me that my mother’s days were numbered. This made me shudder, 
sending chills down my spine. I gulped back my tears. 


The next day, after an early breakfast, I climbed up the mountain with my brother 
Choi Ju. I was going to collect firewood. Looking round the house, I had seen only one 
or two bundles of fuel. I would feel easier in my mind if I gathered some firewood, if 
nothing more, now that I was back at home, was my thought. I had wished to collect 
enough firewood to last a few months, but the circumstances did not allow me to do 
so. The mountain was not deep, so there were no dead trees. I had to content myself 
with cutting some shrubs. 


“Choi Ju, isn’t there something better than this?” I asked. 


“Let’s collect anything that comes our way. If mother finds out, she will be angry,” 
my brother answered, hitching up his hemp trousers. 


He appeared to be an innocent boy, but he was already quite clever. While using his 
sickle, he was always looking down restlessly towards the village. It seemed he was 
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worried that mother would discover that we had slipped out of the house to collect 
firewood unnoticed by her. He was also aware that mother would be angry if I 
bothered about trivial household matters. Taking hold of the branches of some 
shrubs, I worked my sickle swiftly until my hands were raw. Towards sunset we put 
the firewood on our A - frames and went down to the village. When we rounded the 
bend from where we could look out over the reed fields, I saw my mother standing at 
the edge of the yard. 


As I was climbing down the mountain, a stick in my hand, my mind was weighed 
down by a depressing thought. I felt my heart breaking to think that I would be going 
off on an expeditionary campaign leaving my seriously - ill mother behind. The way 
ahead for me looked dark. We had decided we would be back from the campaign in a 
month or two, but no one could tell what would be my fate and where our unit would 
be going. I was thinking: What if I continue with the underground struggle for a few 
years more? Is it not right for me to do so and call at my home once every few months 
to discuss household affairs and console my mother? Is that not my filial duty to my 
mother who has lived in hardship all her life and experienced unusually bitter mental 
afflictions? If I leave Antu now, only a short time after my grandmother’s departure, 
how will my sick mother be able to bear up, feeling lonely and supportless? Yet, for 
all that, I surely cannot allow my own family circumstances to prompt me to revoke 
the plan for the south Manchurian campaign that has been decided upon as the 
guerrilla army’s line of action for a year, can I? 


“Why, you are worried we may lack firewood here, is that it?” asked my mother 
grimly, as she stood by the fence waiting for us. 


Instead of answering, I looked at her with a smile, wiping the perspiration from my 
face. 


“You are behaving strangely. You didn’t behave like this when we were in Fusong, 
and I didn’t see you do this sort of thing in Xinglongcun, but recently you have 
become concerned about the housekeeping,” she said in a thick voice. 


“I feel refreshed when I smell the scent of grass after a long time,” I said and walked 
into the yard with an innocent look, pretending not to have heard what she said. 


That evening we, the four members of our family, sat together round the table for the 
first time after a long separation. There was a plate of broiled fish called podulchi. 
They tasted good. When I asked how they had got them, mother said that my 
youngest brother who had been extremely concerned about the lack of side dishes to 
serve at the table should I come had caught them and hung them under the eaves to 
dry. Each of the fish was as thick as a finger. I was so moved that I could not eat all 
of them, so I left a few. 


After my youngest brother had fallen asleep mother, who had been leaning against 
the wall, sat up straight and said to me in a grave tone: 
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“You seem to have changed a little from before. I never thought you would carry a 
sack of cereal here on your back to support your mother. I suppose you are anxious 
about your sick mother. Iam grateful to you for your great filial devotion, but Iam not 
of the type to be comforted by that. In Fusong I would cross rugged hills, holding your 
hand, in order to expand the Women’s Association. Do you think I did so to get this 
sort of consolation today? You have a greater cause to attend to. Don’t you think you 
should carry out your father’s will? You know there are many Koreans who are 
suffering in a worse state than me. Don’t worry about me, but hurry along your own 
way.” 


She trembled with a strong emotion as she said this. When I raised my head, I saw 
her biting her lip, unable to continue. My mother’s view of life reflected in every word 
she spoke shook my soul violently like a storm and went straight to my heart. It was 
a precious moment for me. After recovering her breath for a few moments, she 
resumed: 


“I can say the same about your gathering firewood. You might well do it if you were 
a man with nothing else to do ... Forget your mother and your brothers and never 
trouble yourself on account of the family’s affairs. If you acquit yourself well of your 
revolutionary work away from home, my illness may pass. So you should leave at 
once with your unit. That’s my desire.” 


I answered her promptly: 


“I will always bear your wish in mind. Tonight I'll sleep here and tomorrow I'll go to 
Xiaoshahe and start immediately with the unit for south Manchuria to see Mr. Ryang 
Se Bong.” 


Tears gushed from my eyes and I turned my face to the wall. My mother must also 
have felt heartbroken, as she pulled to her the sewing box which was lying in a 
corner of the room and started sewing buttons on my uniform jacket. Suddenly for 
some reason I recalled what had happened during my father’s funeral. My mother did 
not put on mourning dress or go to the burial ground. She put us three brothers in 
mourning dress and sent us to the funeral. Dozens of people, including O Tong Jin, 
Jang Choi Ho, Ryang Se Bong and other members of the Independence Army, 
followed the coffin with my uncle, but my mother did not even go to the burial ground. 


The Tano festival came round soon after my father's death and we persistently 
asked mother to visit his grave. She asked us what was the use of her going there, 
and sent us by ourselves. She made a package of offerings for us to take to the grave. 
She taught us minutely how to burn incense, how to pour wine and how to bow. That 
she refused to join us in going to the grave, I surmise, was so that her sons would not 
see her tears. She would visit the grave alone. Only once did she break her resolve, 
when Ri Kwan Rin, who had been unable to attend my father's funeral, came to 
Fusong and visited his grave. My mother went to the grave with her and, when she 
saw her wailing sadly before the grave until she was fit to faint, asked her soothingly 
to weep no more. My mother was warmhearted but tearless. She was very 
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stouthearted, something rare in a woman. My mother’s amazingly strong character 
has left a lasting impression on my mind. Because she was a woman of such a type 
my mother, despite her lonely life in her sickbed, could without hesitation urge her 
son to go on his way and, as if she were giving him the rod, admonish him sternly, 
enough to prick him body and soul, which would remain an injunction for him all his 
life. I think my mother was a mother above the common run of humanity. Precisely for 
the same reason I used to consider the late Mrs. Jang Kil Bu, mother of Ma Tong Hut, 
to be an uncommon mother. She met me after liberation. But she did not weep. All the 
other women wept when they met me, but that mother did not. When I told her to live 
in Pyongyang where many old comrades - in - arms of her late son were living, she 
said she was going in search of the foes who had informed against her son and went 
back home before anyone knew. 


Being unable to sleep, I went outside. I was pacing in front of the crooked bush- 
clover fence enjoying the cool air when Choi Ju opened the door quietly and came out 
onto the earthen verandah. We sat on the bundles of firewood and talked. He said he 
had been absorbed in the work of the Young Communist League and failed to take 
good care of mother, but that from then on he would behave more wisely so that I 
should not worry about home. I myself, to speak the truth, had wanted to ask this 
same favour of him, but fortunately he mentioned it first. 


In the morning we prepared and ate some ground - bean mash. After the meal I went 
to see Kim Jong Ryong, our neighbour behind our house. I wanted to discuss the 
future of my brothers with him. I told him frankly that, although I had to depart for 
south Manchuria without delay, I was reluctant to leave Tuqidian because my worries 
about my family weighed heavily on my mind. Kim said that I should go, leaving all 
my household cares to him, and that he would look to everything, take care of my 
brothers and attend well to my sick mother, so that I did not need to worry. I returned 
home and got ready to leave. As I was fastening my shoelaces, my mother took out 
four five - yuan notes from under the wicker tru nk and handed them to me. 


“Away from home, you will have many occasions when you are in need of money. 
So keep this. A man must have money in his pocket in case of emergency. Your father 
would often say that in the closing period of the Qing dynasty in China Sun Yat - sen, 
who was locked up in a foreign embassy, gave some money to the cleaning man and 
escaped with his help.” 


I accepted the money, but my hands trembled. I could not put it into my pocket, ata 
loss what to do with it. I was well aware of how much trouble the 20 yuan had cost 
my mother. The 20 yuan she had earned and saved penny by penny by working her 
fingers to the bone doing washing and sewing for pay! At that time one could buy a 
cow for some 50 yuan, so that much money was enough to buy a medium - sized cow 
or cereal to last our family of three for a whole year. I stepped down from the earthen 
verandah, tottering as if I had lost my balance under the weight of that money, and 
bowed my head in farewell to her, “Good - bye, mother! Peace be with you.” I was 
thinking at that moment that my parting words should be no different from those at 
other times so as not to cause my mother to cry. So I pronounced the words as 


89 


casually as possible and in my usual way. 


“Be off quickly, for it’s a journey you must make,” she said nodding, a smile on her 
sickly face. As I turned away, I heard the door shut behind my back. I walked 
forward, but I could not leave the village. I began to walk around my house. The 20 
yuan was still in my hand. I went round, and round, and round yet again ...was 
warmhearted but tearless. She was very stouthearted, something rare in a woman. 
My mother’s amazingly strong character has left a lasting impression on my mind. 
Because she was a woman of such a type my mother, despite her lonely life in her 
sickbed, could without hesitation urge her son to go on his way and, as if she were 
gwing him the rod, admonish him sternly, enough to prick him body and soul, which 
would remain an injunction for him all his life. I think my mother was a mother above 
the common run of humanity. Precisely for the same reason I used to consider the late 
Mrs. Jang Kil Bu, mother of Ma Tong Hui, to be an uncommon mother. She met me 
after liberation. But she did not weep. All the other women wept when they met me, 
but that mother did not. When I told her to live in Pyongyang where many old 
comrades - in - arms of her late son were living, she said she was going in search of 
the foes who had informed against her son and went back home before anyone knew. 


Being unable to sleep, I went outside. I was pacing in front of the crooked bush- 
clover fence enjoying the cool air when Choi Ju opened the door quietly and came out 
onto the earthen verandah. We sat on the bundles of firewood and talked. He said he 
had been absorbed in the work of the Young Communist League and failed to take 
good care of mother, but that from then on he would behave more wisely so that I 
should not worry about home. I myself, to speak the truth, had wanted to ask this 
same favour of him, but fortunately he mentioned it first. 


In the morning we prepared and ate some ground - bean mash. After the meal I went 
to see Kim Jong Ryong, our neighbour behind our house. I wanted to discuss the 
future of my brothers with him. I told him frankly that, although I had to depart for 
south Manchuria without delay, I was reluctant to leave Tuqidian because my worries 
about my family weighed heavily on my mind. Kim said that I should go, leaving all 
my household cares to him, and that he would look to everything, take care of my 
brothers and attend well to my sick mother, so that I did not need to worry. I returned 
home and got ready to leave. As I was fastening my shoelaces, my mother took out 
four five-yuan notes from under the wicker tru nk and handed them to me. 


“Away from home, you will have many occasions when you are in need of money. So 
keep this. A man must have money in his pocket in case of emergency. Your father 
would often say that in the closing period of the Qing dynasty in China Sun Yat - sen, 
who was locked up in a foreign embassy, gave some money to the cleaning man and 
escaped with his help.” 


I accepted the money, but my hands trembled. I could not put it into my pocket, ata 
loss what to do with it. I was well aware of how much trouble the 20 yuan had cost 
my mother. The 20 yuan she had earned and saved penny by penny by working her 
fingers to the bone doing washing and sewing for pay! At that time one could buy a 
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cow for some 50 yuan, so that much money was enough to buy a medium-sized cow 
or cereal to last our family of three for a whole year. I stepped down from the earthen 
verandah, tottering as if I had lost my balance under the weight of that money, and 
bowed my head in farewell to her, “Good - bye, mother! Peace be with you.” I was 
thinking at that moment that my parting words should be no different from those at 
other times so as not to cause my mother to cry. So I pronounced the words as 
casually as possible and in my usual way. 


“Be off quickly, for it’s a journey you must make,” she said nodding, a smile on her 
sickly face. As I turned away, I heard the door shut behind my back. I walked 
forward, but I could not leave the village. I began to walk around my house. The 20 
yuan was still in my hand. I went round, and round, and round yet again ... As I 
walked my mind was tom between a thousand and one thoughts which had gripped 
me like a vice all night long. When will I step into this yard again? Am I trying to go on 
my way with any prospect of winning? What ts in store for me on the path ahead? Is 
there any hope of my mother’s illness taking a turn for the better? As I went round the 
house despondently with these thoughts, my mother threw the door open and scolded 
me severely: 


“What are you worrying about that you are still here? How can a man who has 
turned out with a determination to win back his country cope with the great cause 
when he has such a weak heart and so many worries about his home? You should be 
thinking of your uncles who are in prison rather than worrying about household 
affairs. You must think of your lost country and its people. It is already nearly twenty- 
two years since the Japanese burglars seized our country. If you are a true man of 
Korea, you should set yourself a high aim and stride ahead, shouldn’t you? If in the 
future you ever think to come home, anxious about your mother, don’t turn up before 
this door. I won’t meet a son of that sort.” 


Her words struck my heart like thunder. My mother looked totally exhausted after 
uttering these words, resting her head against the door post. She was staring at me 
with eyes expressing a mixture of affection, passion and anger. Her appearance 
reminded me of her image on the day when I arrived at Badaogou after walking a 
distance of 1,000 rt ( 250 miles ). Then she told me to leave at once for Linjiang and 
pushed me off without allowing me even to stay for one night. At that time I first saw 
as her son the stout and noble image of my mother alive with a sense of justice and 
radiant with ardour. She looked as though she would be burnt to a cinder in the 
flames of her fiery sense of justice and ardour. Until then I had believed I knew my 
mother, who had bom and brought me up, well. But my mother with her noble spirit 
and soul was now looking down at me from a height beyond my reach. Her image at 
that time was more of a teacher than of a mother. I felt so happy that my heart 
seemed to burst with pride in my mother who was so excellent and so kindhearted. 


“Good - bye, mother!” I took off my cap and made a deep bow to her. Then I strode 
off. After crossing the wooden bridge down the village street, I looked back. My 
mother in white clothes, supporting herself against the door post, stood watching me. 
That was the last time I saw my mother. Where in that weak body was her noble and 
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indomitable soul lurking, the soul that had shaken the heart of her son so violently? If 
my excellent mother had not been suffering from an illness, how light I should have 
felt in my heart as I was walking down the road? I bit my lip to keep myself from 
weeping. 


That was not an ordinary parting a person experiences thousands of times in his 
life, but the last parting which has remained a heartrending memory to me and which 
would never occur again. I never saw my mother after that. 


A few months later, when I heard the sad news of my mother’s death, the first thing 
I felt in my heart was sharp regret at my failure to speak more affectionately to her at 
our last parting. But it could not be helped because my mother did not wish for a 
pathetic parting. Even now, in spite of my advanced age, I cannot forget that scene. 
People will have similar experiences several times in their life. Each time the slightest 
difference in their behaviour will bring about a remarkably different result in their 
fates and their ultimate destinies will be poles apart. If at that time my mother had 
betrayed her anxiety about household affairs or had uttered a single word which 
could unbend my resolute mind, what impact would it have made on the heart of her 
son who was ready to spread his wings and fly up into the sky? 


From the day when I left the hill of Xiaoshahe at the head of the ranks of the newly - 
formed Anti - Japanese People’s Guerrilla Army, I travelled the path of bloody battles, 
the path of severe frost, the path of starvation beyond human imagination, together 
with my comrades-in-arms for decades. After that, I passed half a century of creation 
and construction under the banner of socialism. Each time I ran up against an ordeal 
which tested my faith as a revolutionary on the rugged and thorny path I was 
following in the cause of my homeland and its people, I would renew my resolve by 
recalling the words my mother had said to me as she pushed me off to south 
Manchuria, and the last image of my mother dressed in white seeing me off, before 
seeking recourse to an ideology or philosophical proposition. 


TO BE CONTINUED 
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Korean Friendship Association United Kingdom: 
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Q Search 


386 likes + 681 followers 


https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100091470717768 
( the new and only official main Facebook page of the KFA UK ) 


Central Library of the Korean Friendship 
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https://archive.org/details/@online_library_-_west_of_england_branch_of_the_uk_korean_friendship_association 


( The Central Library of the Korean Friendship Association UK ) 
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/174999253036140 
( The Stoke On Trent Branch of the Juche Idea Study Group of Britain ) 


https://www.facebook.com/Staffordshire-Branch-of-the-UK-Korean-Friendship-Association-426792611008845 


( Staffordshire Branch of KFA UK ) 


https://www.facebook.com/KFASouthofEngland 


( South of England Branch of KFA UK ) 
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https://twitter.com/Korea Friend UK 


DEAR KFA UK Members! 


The Editorial Committee invites all KFA members to contact, 
correspond, express their opinions and submit articles, 
participate in the creation of our monthly journal. 


The deadline date to send correspondence on below email addresses 
is 25th of every each month: 


alanbolon@yahoo.co.uk 
juche007@googlemail.com 


Look forward to new issue April 2024! 
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11 (November 2021 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details / peoples-korea-today-issue-12-december-2021-1 


Issue 12 ( December 2021 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/details/ peoples-korea-today-issue-13-january-2022 


Issue 13 ( January 2022 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details/ peoples-korea-today-issue-14-february-2022 


Issue 14 ( February 2022 


https:/ /archive.org/ details / peoples-korea-today-issue-15-march-2022 


Issue 15 ( March 2022 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details/ peoples-korea-today-issue-16-april-2022-2 


Issue 16 ( April 2022 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details / peoples-korea-today-issue-17-may-2022-1 


Issue 17 ( May 2022 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details / peoples-korea-today-issue-18-june-2022-1 


Issue 18 ( June 2022 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details/ peoples-korea-today-issue-19-july-2022 


Issue 19 (July 2022 ) 
https:/ /archive.org/ details/ peoples-korea-today-issue-20-august-2022 


Issue 20 ( August 2022 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details/peoples-korea-today-issue-21 
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https:/ /archive.org/ details/ peoples-korea-today-issue-22-october-2022-1 


Issue 22 ( October 2022 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details / peoples-korea-today-issue-23-november-2022 


Issue 23 ( November 2022 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details / peoples-korea-today-issue-24-december-2022-1 
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https:/ /archive.org/ details/ peoples-korea-today-issue-25-january-2023 
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https:/ /archive.org/ details/ peoples-korea-today-issue-26-february-2023 
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https:/ /archive.org/ details / peoples-korea-today-issue-29-may-2023 
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